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N eompany with Mr. W, R.
¢« Porey. a leading attorney of
8t. Franciaville, 1 recently
vistted the grava of Mrs. Jar-
ferson Davlg, the Hrst wife of
the first and only Presldent of
Q the Confederacy, 8o many
years have celapsed and  so
nuthy  stieringe events  have tran-
apfred  since ®arah  Knox Taylor
Davis was lald to rest In the beautl-
tul  Locust Cirove Cemetery that the
memory of her very existonce has
almost passed from the mind of the
husy public of to-dey.  Mra, Davis
was  the daughter of President
Zuchary ‘Taylor, and probably one
reason why more hax not  boer
written about thils charming and ac.
complished lady 18 due to the fact
that at the time of her death nelthor
her husbhand nor rfather bad gained
any especlal distinetion,  The one
wag @ colonel, the other a lleutonant
in, the United States Army.  MHer
brief history becomes a watter of
tuteragt and huportance on account
of thn brilltaney of tue subsequent
careors of both father and huasband,
one us " I'vesident of  the Unlted
Stater, and the other as President
of the Confederate States, and both
as eminaent soldlers and statesmen,
The tombh of Mrs. Davia is In the
family burlal ground on the olad
Locust Grove Plantation of Mr. and
Mre, Luther Smith In "Vest Fellelana

Purigh, TLa. It is about six miles
(rotn  the twin towns of Bayou
Bara  and 8t Franvisville. Mrs,

Smith was a sister of Jefferson Davis
and , the property (s still occupled
by her descondants.  Shortly after
tholr marrlage, Mr. and Mrs. Davis
wama on a wvisit to Mr. Sinith's
charming and culturod home, and it
was durlng  this  visit that Mrs,
Davis - passed to her reward.

Of this visit and its attendant
fatality 1 quote (vom the memoir
of Jefierson Davis by his wlfeh
tVarinag 1atfovraew Yo weler) s

“Vory soon after thelr arrival Mr

Davis  was  taken very 111 with
malurial fever and the day after
Mrs, Davis hecame {11 also, Thoey

were bath suffering greatly; he was
consldered very dangerously ill, and
they were nursed in different rooms,
He was too 11 to he told of her
peril and delirlum saved her fron
anxlety about him. Soan after the
fever set in she succumbed to 0.
and hearing her volee singing Iomd
and clear a favorvite sgong, 'Falry
Rells,' he struggled up and reached
her bedslde to find her dying. The
poor veoung creature dreiv her last
glgh Sept. 15, 1835, and was bhurled
in  his sister's family hurying
ground. None of her own relutions
atood by her grave, but her hus-
hand's family grieved aver her with
an affectlonate sense of thelr losn
and Intense sympathy with her he-
reaverd husband."

It ts stated that the 1lnss of his
wife nearly doclded Mr, Davis (o
forever live In secluslon and with-
draw entirely from the actlvities o
whiech he was accustomod. His grief
and [lness combined came near (o
wroeking hig Ufe, and only a long
rest In the mild Cuban ellmate, with
careful nursing, saved him,

‘The young couple were married
without the consent of Colopwl Tav-
lor. e war apposed to his daugh-
tors maveying sgoldirrs, beeanse  of
the many diseomfortg (o which offi-
corg’ wlves were necessarily sub-.
Jeated.,  Yet, despite this opposition,
all three of them married soldlers,
and (n each ease the husband hecamn
a man of distinetion,

Lleutenant Davis met his future
wife at Fort Crawford In 1882, while
(Colonel Taylor's regiment was sta-
tionod thern,  ldeutenant Davis was
also assigned to this post. 1t was
a rase of love nn first sight and they
soon beeame engaged  When nsked
for hig consent te their marrvinge,
C'olonel Taylor reofused, TL was soon
after thlg that In a court-martial
Colonel “'aylor wished n lleutenant,

w memher af the court, ta be repel-

wnanded  for vielating the reguln-
tions by appearing at court-martial

without full dress uniform. Tha
offender askod to he excused, and
In the vote Lieutenants Davis and
Smith votod contrary to (he Coln-

nel, which they had a perfect right
to do. As there was an angry feud
bhetween Taylor and Smith, the Colo-
nal regardoed Mr. Davis' vote as a
pergonnl aftront and became highly
incensed. He swore that no man
who voted with Tom Smlith should
ever marry his daughter. Ho forth-
with forbade Davis from entering
the quarters as a guest and vepudi-
ated him utterly., Pride and stub-
bornness kept them estranged for
many years.
Agaln quoting
momolrs: -

from Mrs, Davls'

“Miss Taylor finally went to her’

father and told hlm that sho had
waited two years, and as during that
time he had not alleged Anything
against Lieutenant Davis' character

or honor, she would therefore marry
el wna Mhe hod Inhanltad mtinh AFf haw

father's decision of chanracter, and
felt the manifest injustice that fur-
ther delay would Infllet on her lover,
A bhout arrived from $t. Louls, and
near the timo it was to relurn Cap-
taln McRes, with the knowledge of
her family, engaged 1 staternom and
escorted Miss Taylor to It (':nlnnnll

wag transacling some regi-
mental business on the hoat, and
while he was there his daughter
made another attempt to reconclle
hit to her marrlage, but all In vain,
k0 she sorrowfully gave up hope of
winning his consent, and proceeded
gn her journey.”

Ideutenant Davis Jolned her in
Kentueky, where at the home of her
aunt they were married In the pres-
snce of many of Colonel Taylor's
family, including his two sisters, his
cldest hrother, and his son-in-law,
Such was the elopement.

Tn 1845 the two men met while My,
Pavis wns en route to his second
marriage, He and Cieneral Taylor
chanced to meet on Lhe same bout,
On thls teip un entlre reconciliation
took place, Thelr friendship and mu-
tunl regard were cemented by thelr
intimate assoclation in the Mexican

Taylor

war,
Locust (frove is naw occupled by
alr, Ntephen ¢, Storllng and his

charming rfamily. Mrs, StSerling was
Amanda, the daughter of Dr. Joseph
dmith, who was the son of Luther
Smith and wife, nee Duvis,
sSurrounding the grave of Mrs, Da-
vis Is o magniticent grove, During the
early morning  hours when I
alood by the tomb of the gified and
lovable woman the hirds she loved
go well in life were singing thelr
sweetest., 1 am told that there s
searcely an hour in the day that the
mocking hird is not henrd singing
o'er her grave. H. H. AHRENS.




