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Sidelights on the
. . . :
History of Louisiana.|:

By MRS, S. B. ELDER. ' ;

LOUIS ALFRED WILTZ.
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This honored gmovernor is really
o:0 of Loulsiana's heroos, for at the
oirly age of 18 he enrolled his name
arong the defonders of the South,
atd was even placed in command
0’ & company.

-His tather was also a captain In
tie sarne regiment as the son, hut
his health was not as strong as his
pitriotism, and an insidious fever
¢ mpelled him to return to his home.
)18 ravages of the dlsease were un-
a.ring, and soon the son, from his
d:stant post, heard of hls father's
auproaching death.

.So strong was his sensa of duty
a- a soldier that Captaln Wiltz hesi-
ti. ted In regard to his yearning as a
s+n, and would not leave hia com-
niand for his father's deathbed until
h:other-onfficers and supeorior author-
{* v urged him to do so.

_The tather, as true a hero as the
s'n, gave hlg final blessing to the
youug commander and bade him re-
t rn to his post of duty. As he was
s:ationed at the quarantine post, be-
lew the city, he hired a skiff in which
tr. descend the river.

That same day his father died-——
a:d Captain Witz heard ulso that
t-a Federal ships had entered the
p.sses of tha Misslssipnl. Returning
¢ Chalmette, he brought the news
0. the invaston, and, his regiment
bhalng capturad, he hurvied to the
c'ty, attended hls father's funeral
ad then left the city, which he
¢ uld not sava—nevar (o v:turn until
t:e surrender of the last Confeder-
axa foree.

e joined the cavalry of the Truns-
nidssisslppl Department and com-
nanded a hody of scouts tfrom differ-
et regimonts, and while thus acting
to aeepired mueh knowledige of the
aemy's mevemeonts and captured
nany nrisoners..

s unfalling kindness to all who
£-11 fnto hls hands was known to
friend and toe. It Is even recorded
t' at he once gave his only blanket

t. a badly wounded Federal, who
r-pald him with curses loud and
d-ep. But othor acts of considera-

t.an on the part of Captaln Wiltz
tt his enemy changed the latter into
a devoted friend.

: Wher. Shreveport was awalting
Ganeral Banks' attack, Captaln Wiltz
¢ ossid the Cano River to learn the
s.rength and whereabouts of the ad-
vinelng army. While reconnolter-
i1 g in the dark ho and his handful
6. men were mat by a volley which
killed every man with him, but he
marvelously rscaped (rom bullets and
r rsuers, untll he had put the river
b:tween himsell and the Federals. -
~ He had the good fortune once to
copture, while commanding the ad-
v.nce plekets on the Teche. not only

many pritoners, but also 200 head of |’

eittle—a boon to the half-starved
Confedarates.

} -His humanlty and bravery were
a:xo shown in the town of Patterson
when, with twelve men, he with-
s ood the attack of a mob upon the
11'e of an obnoxious citlzen, and car-
r.2d the offender off to a place of
s rate.

In 1867, the war in the fleld being
orer, he enterved the lists in the
1. gislature of hls State, and there
n-utralized some of its infamous tax
reitures

The Comway School bid was an-
o' her scheme he defeated, a schemeo
wnich would have imposed a milllon
d.:ilars of taxes on the people, be
alles forcing the white students to
acmit the clored children on aa
weuality.

His course was one continued op-
pesition to all the tyrannical meas-
u:eg ol the radlcal narty.

“‘Young as he was, only 24 (ho was
bern in 1848, and this was In 1987),
tra peopls, In admiration of his wis-
dem and moaderation, elected him to
tka Board of Aldermen, and the samo
v ar he waa unanimously nominated
t¢c* mayor of New Orleans, The
L wislalure, howaver, prevented his
el .etion, Chosen again in 1870, he
ws again counted out: than, In 1872,
he was re-elected and “hold his post,”
it is recoridod, “under the most try-
{ra munictnal administration the city
kol ever witnessed."

-He v:as nominatod for a second
totm, and was the undoubted choice
¢ the larmer part of tho citizens of
N.ow Orleans. Agaln fraud and vio-
1€1ce were used agalnst him: when,
ti v the sake of harmony, ha declined
tr assert hig rights, proving that he
l.vod hig State more than he loved
k.nselt,

He wagr speaker of
tho day memorable in Louisiana his-
tery, Jan. 4, 1875, when Untted
& ates snldiers, with loaded muskets,
‘aded the people’s rights and re-
wived aaveral members from thelr |
S6ats, [
Mr. Wiltz protested in theso twvordas:
brother .mombers have been
and torn from us, troops
rchi up the hall and the chalr of
spenker of tho Housa of Repre-
seatatives 1s now surrounded. I call
uien the members to retire.” !
[r. Wiltz, self-possessed and dlg-
o led, left the bullding, followed by
alr the conservative members and

~ving rhe mllitary in charge of tho |
‘eeated bunches. |
: der  of this Cromwallian |

the House on

ururpation of leglalative rights was |
a@-

racive-born Loulsiantan,
da ‘Crabriznd, but his heart
il of anlmosity agalnst the
Seuthland, and this ha displayed In
wird and deod, )

[n his book, entitled “Four Years
in’ the Army of the Putomac.” writ-
tea In Freuch, he brings one of the
{c .1test accusations cvar hoeard
g;ainst che Contoderate government,
- .IOn page 338, volume 2, he savs,
without quoting anthorities or sta-
ti- tles, that: |
- The government at Richmond had
nized 2 plot to burs all Northerr, |
¢ & ¢ and not  satlstied .
i this lgnoble schenie, had sys-
teinatically caused to be conv
at.ong the Northern people— 3
ca-galsons de vetemeuts inpregnes
d ananatlons pestilentielles de. ia
f1,vre jaune'" (Immeonse loads of
ing apparel, infected with the
1+ sonous exhalations ol yellow fever
Boms),
ittle wonder that such extraordi-
falschoods should have aroused
thr scorn and hatred of the Northern
peapls against both people and gov-
eriment of the Southern States.

“Whiles My, Wiltz was mayor of the
el y there occurred one of the worst
evarflows of the Mississipp! which, in
{ti devastation, brought suffering to
m_ny thousand victims,

_«slr. Witz organized plans or re-
Wt that wers oeminently successtul.
H:s well-known character for hon-
es-y and justice, for fovesight and
w.isdom, brought such efficlent ald
@1 suchh abundant means to the
caige that the calamity was lessened
ard confidence restored {n a com-
Paratively short time.

_ ‘:.n 1879 he was elected governor
0ithe State, the people teeling securs
In_thelr cholco because his past rec-
ord had heen an unbroken one aof
devotlon to duty. He was only 36

Generval |

oy
hes

Vears of age, and might well hope

and plan for a long, useful life, In
less than two years of earnest work |
for his people’s beneflt, death struck
him low, He dled Oct. 15, 1881, ﬂ.nd‘
all Loulsiana mourned his loss.

A brave and gullant soldler, a true
and consistent patriot, he served his ‘
State in war and peace with abllity
and judgment; and as a leglsiator
in the dark days of Reconstructlon
he opposed avery measure which
tended to the injury of his fellow-cit.
lzens,

His record for much achlevement
in a short term of years recalls
that of the brilliant Galvez, who as
governor of Louislana became en-
deared to tha peopla only to leave
them when scarcely more than S0
years old. |

Nearly a hundred years rolled be-
tween these young heroes, gallant
in war, honorable In peace, and most

deeply mourned by all who knew
them.
My, Witz was speaker of ths

Flouse at the time General Sheridan
was in command of Louislana. Indig-
nant because the people of the State
were opposéd to the negro vule forced
upon them, Genersl Sheridan tele-
graphed to Graut that it he (Grant)
would declars tha members of the
White League to be bandittl, he
sheridan, would do all else that was
necessary  and “hang them  when
caught™ ifncluding Mr. Wiltz),

Because the Southern States re.
Jeoted the constitutional amendments,
a reglstrar of vntes wrote North
as tollows, and his letter shows that
the condltions were unbearable, slnco
thoy even changed hls own feelings
when in thelr midst:

“When I went on registration duty
I had no very friendly fealings fopr
the Southern people, Mauy of us felt
that the South deserved to have ne-
gro suffrage forced upon it, for re-
jacting terms which seemed to us so
reasonable ¢!, What concluslons my
brother officers may have arrived at
T do not know. But for myself, I must
say that the negroes proved so iz-
norant, degraded and unmanageable
that I have heen forced to the con-
cluslon that manhood suffrage may
prove a dangerous, if not a disas-
trous experiment. Its effects cannot
be conflned to this section. Northern
Utoplans may find that it will re-
turn to plague the Inventor:
And 1llke that strange missile the

Atustralian throws,
Thelr sable boomerang may slap
them on the nose.”

SAMUEL DOUGLAS McENERY.

This gentleman was leatenant
governor, and at the death of Gov-
ernor Wiltz he succeeded him, by
right, in the exccutive chalr.

He was also a native Loulslanian,
and his education began in hls native
State at Spring Hill College, then he
entered the Naval Academy at Ann-
apolls, Md., and later was a student

of the Virginia Unlversity, Hls
chosen profession wuas law, and (n

1858 he graduated from the Natlonal
Law School of Pouxhkeepsie, N. Y.

In 1§61 he entered the Contfederate
sorvice and remained active In the
cause untlli the so-called peace was
announced. Hea then returned to
the practice of his profession, and tor
saveral vears rafused to acoept poli.
tical honors, although the Domnerats
offered him nominations to the Leg-
islature, or upon the judicia] bench,

Finally he permitted his name to
he put on the ticket with Mr. Wiltz
in 1870,

When the sad ending came of Gov-

ernor  Wilta's incumbeney, Governor
McEnery =served out the untinished
term.

In 1854 the people showed how tru-
1y they appreciated him by electing
him as the chosen, not the accldental,

governor,
During his administration the
grand cotton centennlal exposition

took place. Incated in what s now
Audubon  Park. Only twenty-five
vears axo, and what changes have
taken place since then.

Reconstruction by carpetbag-negro
rule ceased to exist when Governor
Nicholls assumed ofllea, and its dis-
solving views grew less and le¥s with
the occupancy of the governor's chalr
by Wiltz and MoEnery.

Louistana had come {nto her own
again, and her rulers ware no long-
er seated upon the polnts of bayo-
nets and held [n place by Federal
arms.

But the North and the Soutih learned
during these awful years many a sad
lesson of chicanery, balloal manipu-
lation. and false representations.

Debt degrades, and as wise Car-
1y¥le sald, It is so undignified,” and
the South was crushed beneath this
burden.

T'he legzislative expenses alone for
one session In this State, amounted
to more than $300,000.

In South Carvolina the nubte print.
ingr cost for one carpetbag admin-
tstration more than for the seventy
vears previous.

[t 1s only by comparing the pres-
ent with the past that one can real-
lze the blessings of to-day.

Self-government, progress, peace,
these are the conditlions of the pres.-
ent, with even bri:ghter outlook fow
the future.

Louislana s the apex of a grand
trlangla whoso llnes reach, vne to the
Alleghanles, the other to the Rocky
Mountains, and whose basa is all the
northeast and northwest territory.
When commerce pours along her
rlver towards the Panama Canal then
will ghe truly bo tha queen of the
Misslssipp! Valley, tulfilling La Salle's i
splendid effort to place all this un-
der one powerful banner, not know-
ing It would be the Star-Spangled
banner of the United States—ULeneath
whose folds Louislana may yet reach
his draam of grandeur ¢=d of glory.



