™ corduroy.

.

- a8 a trade-distributing cemter,

‘with the West Indies, but the lsland

QUESTIONS AND
ANSWERS

H. G. ¥. and D.. N., Vicksburg, Miss.:

Floase mettls a [friendly argument by

glving the width of tho Stralt of

Dover, and stating whether. any uthm‘:

gwimmer besldes Capialn Wobb ever
succoedod In swimming acrosy it?
The Strall of Dover Is the. channol

between Hngland and I'rance, con-
noctiug the lngllsh  Chaunel and

the North sea, whose tides moot here.
It 18 18 lo 206 1willes broad, and § to
20 fathoms deep. On August 24, 1876,
Matthew Wabb, bottor known as Cap-

guns, . Minlstors-resident, aceredited
to the United States, mujor-gencral,
roar.admtral, and corresponding rauks
of forelgn armles and navlos, by thir«
tootv guns, Churgos d'affalres, bLrig-
adior-general, und corresponding

‘ranks In toreign armios and navids, by

eleven guns,  Consuls-goneral accred-
ited to’ the Unlted States, by nine
guns,

Salutes are only fired between sun-
riso - and sunset, and not on Sun-
days, except in Intornatlonal courte-
slos, .. Tho natlonal colors are ilw

~inin-Wehb,.the noted Fnglish swimmer;:.

accomplished this wondorful foal of
swimming  from Dover to Calulg in
21 3-4 - hours, Captain Webb some
yoars aftorwards perishod while at-
tompl!ng to swim the raplds and whlrl-
pool of Nieagara. In recent years the
fout of swimming the- chanuel has
heen frequently attempted;
only accomplished .on Soptombm- [N
and 6, 1011, by T. W. Burgoess, on his
slxtoenth attompt, In- 22 hours,. 36
minutes, On July 26,
made the . flrst aecroplane Jjourney
acrons the Stralt, starting from- Barn-
ques, near Calals, and landing .at
Dover,

. L, B, Plaquemine, La.:
inform me what s meant hy a cor-
duroy rond?

A corduroy road Is so
rause’ its ribbed surfnce resemblos
Such roads are . usually
bulit across a swamp ov. miry ground, |’
and constructed of small logs of wond
lald transversely.

oalled be-

" M. @ 8. Tanglpahoa, La.: Kindly

" telt somo friends and myself in what

dlrax.tlon Canal streot In Now Orlmms

- runs, Some of us contend that it runs

more nearly north and’ aouth than cast
and west?
Canal streot in this city \'uns north-
west and soulheast,

A, J. P, Houma, La.: Flease toll us
somothing of- the locatlon, area, and
populdtion of the: lslnm\s whuue pur«

The Vlrgln Iala.ndn. s0 named hy
Columbus In hounor of the 11,000 viv-
gins who were supposed to have bLeen
masgacred with St Ursula, form the
most northern group of the Losser

Anutllles, consisting of the following

large islanda: Crab or Vieques, Cule-
bra; 'St. Thomas, 8t Johnh, Salnte
Crolx, Tortola, Virgin Gorda, and
Anagada, All: are mountainous - and
rugged, and Vloquon and . Culeb
“Riroady belong "o the United St
The remaining islands are dlvided be-

" tweon the Danes and the Britlsh, -

The islands whoso purchage from
Donmark by the United Statos 18 now
under consideration are as. follows:

8t. Thomas, which lles 36 mlles onst
of Porto Rilco, has an area of 83
square miles, and a populatlon of about
12,000, mostly negroes.- ngliah s tho]
language spoken by the educated
olassea. The surface Is hilly and the
soll poor. The cultivation of vegotables,
guinea grass, and a small quantlty of
cotton employs the scanty ruial pobu-
lation. The port, Charlotte Amalle or
at, Thoma.s, wag In formor times &
husy emporium for t.ho Fm‘opea.n trntln

has now been superseded Ly Rarbados

{sland was colonlzed by the Dutch In
16567, The Britlah held it 1n 1667-171,
1801, 1807-15. _

Bainte Crolx lles 40 miles southeast
of St. Thomas, and has an ares of

‘,,SR square miles, and a population of

about 19,000. Sugar, rum, and cotton
are. the. chl_nf products; the capltal s
Christianstadt, The Island was dis-
covered by Columbus on hig first voy-

age, and held by the Dutch, Rngligh,
Spanish, French, and the Knlghts of
Malta at various dates, and was bought’
by Denmark iu 1788,

. 8t. John, which lles four mllea east
of 8t. Thomas, Is 10 mlles ‘long and
2 1-2 mlles wide, with an area of 21
square miles and a population -of
about 1000. Tt iz a mass of rugged
mountains, the highest of which Is
Camel mountain (1270 foet). Although
one of the bheat watered and most far--
tile of the Virgin group, tt ‘has llttle
commerce. In Coral Bay It possessos
the boat hnrhor of reﬂma In the An-
tilles. -

H. 8, T.and L. J. R, Bayou Sara, T
In order to declde an argument among
several of your readers, pleaso Inform
us whethor the salute to the Unlon
and the national salute are given with
the same number of guns, and kindty
glve us some Information In regard to
the various salutes with cannon and
lholr slgnltlcnm-o"

but -was.

1908, M, Dlovlot |

Kindly |-

'Zln ‘th

“unwell"

“The |

displayed at the tine of saluting.  The
saluto to the flng Is- the only salute
which (8 returned, and thls must be
done within twenty-four hours; lnit-
od Statos vossels do not roturn the
srluto to the flag in Unlted States
wntors i Lhere ls any fort or buttery
there to do it. Not do Unitod States
vesdsels salute Unlted States forts or
posts.  If there nre soveral batteries
or forts within sight or six mlles of
each other, ono uf them ls designated
ay_the_ saluting fort, and returns all
salutos of forolgn men-of-war., ~ In
New York, Castlo Willlam, on Clov-

R __ernor‘n Islnnd. Is the snluting rort_.

Mgarlne' Kindly answer the fol-
lowing . quoltlonu. 1. What did the
legncy lett by John McDouogh to the
cltioy of New Orleans and Baltimore
‘atmount to? ~Where can hla wm be
soen?

" 1. Under npprnlnoment mnde at the
tlino of hla death, much of which de-
pended upon estimatos found aftoi-
wards to be too high, the estiate was
valued At $2,272,406.06, of. which '$2,-
091,374,569 was In real estite. When
dlvided: botween the devlaen in 1887,
the whole real eatate. was carofully
appralsed at $1,466,680, T'he proper-
ty, when sold In 18569, however,
brought (including the deforred pay-«
ments at a face value) about $1,800,-
000, of which sum $300, 000 wont lnto
‘legucles, lezwing the gross amount to
be divided botween the two citloa, $1,-
500,000, - -
2. The wlll
vl n
and somewhat

d on rncord

Intriente ducu-
ment, but {ts principal provisions ave

long

glven in “The Tdte and Works of
John MeceDonogh,"” which can he .ob-
tained in the roterance room of the
New Orieans Public: Library,

G and I, Opelousas, La.: To set-
tle a friendly discussion, please inform
us whether it ia now considered. pro-
vinclal - to use the word sick when n
8. “alling” and
nsldeved lhe more ‘roflned

terms?

-Slek and il are’ xonornl words  for
bvelng positively out of a healthy:
state, ag alllng and unwell are In
sHme  sonso. negative. and therofore
weaker words for the same thing.;

‘Slok and slokness have boon consld-

ored until within the prosent ocentury
ossentinlly synonymous with it and
lnoss, Of -late ¥ngllsh usnge has
tended to restrlet slcle and - sickness
to nauson, and American  usngo has
followed It so far as to rogard iliness
as rathor a more ologant and less def-
Inlte term, but beyond that it does not
seem likely to go; and the word sick
in . Amorica has continued to have its

1orlginal breadth of meaning as found

in thoe Bible and In Shakospoare.

H. D. H, Lake Providence, La.:
Ploase advise me it Lt l8 not gencrally
concerded to be Impossible to produce
a perfect vacuum? By what method
fs the noarest approach to a perfect
vacuum produced?

Vacuum literally meaus space emp-
ty of matter, and to empty a reglon
once filled with -matter is practically
fmpossiblo.  RBut, though the real

vacuum 18 unattainable, the alr-pump

and othor appliances on'nhle us to ro-
move from tho. interlor of & vossol a
lm‘go fraction of the alr’ ‘origlnally’
contained therein. Across such vac-
uums light passes, and magnetic and’
eloctroatatic - {nductlona take. place
with even grentor oage than if the re-
glon wera flllod with alr at ovdinary
prassure. Elonce we conclude that a
vacuum {8 aftor all a plenum of some
subgtance capable of tranamitting en-

ergy. This substance is called ether,
A Rmdor. Kindly toll me it tharo

{s a Swiss consul In New Orleans,
and ‘where T may address him?.
Tho ﬁwlas consul is Mr,
Hoehn, and his address s No,
Iborville- stveet, in this city. ’
A Subscriber, CGibson, Misa.: - 'Wi{ll
you plense glva me a brief sketch of
Clovernor' M. 8. Thihodaux, and the
length of time he sorved as govor-

nor?
. Honry Ek\huyler 'l‘hlbc-tlnux. the son
of "Alexis Thibodaux, n French (‘cm-

Fimite
636

for oach state, and ls wmmemnrml\ o
of the Declavation of Independence.
It is fired &t noon of the ¥ourth ot
July at every milltary post and on
bhoard commisgloned navnl vessely bo-
longing to the United SHtalos, ‘The
natlonal saluto i twenty-one guna.
This s the saalute for tho natlonal
flag, the Preastdent of the .. United
Statos, presidents of forolgn repub.
lics or soverelgn’ of forolgn stntes
visiting ‘the United Statos, The vice-

~preaident--of -tho~TTmited ~Statés " ind’

American and forelgn ambagsudors are
saluted by ninetoen guns.  The pros-
ident of the Senato, spoaker of tha
House of Ropmnanmllvnq. mombers
of the cablnet. the chief justice, a
congressional committes, governors
within thelr respective slates or torri-
torles, viceroy or governor-genoral of

provinces belonging to foreign states,|

general of the army, admiral of the
navy, and the same ranks in forolgn
armins and navies, aro saluted by
seventoen guns. American or forelgn

_envoys, or ministers plonipotentiary,
-assistant seoretaries- of the navy

or
war, lleutenant-general, or a major-
general commanding the army, and

. corresponding ranks In the navy and

forelgn armies and navies, by flfteen

to Scotland :when quite young,

adlan, was born at Athany, N, Y, In
1780, Mo waa left an orphan at an
oarly ago, and was reared by his
mother's tamlly, by whom he was sont
From
there he came to Loulslana 'In 1704,
sottling flrst In that part of Acadia
parvish now constituting the parish
of &t. Jamed. Afterward he moved
to Lafourche parish, where he found-
od tho town that {s now the parish
soat, and which still bears hig name.
Hevre he engaged- In business as a

“pldii{e, " but sitlered tha Holleal diana”

as a momber of the Territorial Leg-
isfaturs, and In ‘1808 was olected a
Justice of the.poace. - HHé was dele-
gato to the Constituticnal Convention
of 1812, and aftor the admission of the
gtute was chosen to represont his par-
Ish in tho state Sonnte.  TUpon the
rosiznation of Ciovernor .l'(cihc_lrison, on
Novembor 15, 1824, he hecamo. aoting.
governor, and filled that- office until’
Decomber 13, of that year, when Clov-'
ernor Johnuon was olectod, Nothing
of moment ovcurret. during Covarnor
Thibodaux's brief incumbeney. - He
was twice ‘married,” first to Miss Le-
Jeuns, and, after her death, to Brigette
Bellanger, a descendant of .tha French
oxplorer, Jacques Cartler. - Governor
Thibodaux dled on October 24, 1827,



