Huey Long Shot by Assassin in L

ouisiana Statehouse
Bodyguards Kill
Assailant at Once
With 40 Bullets
Kingfish Wounded in Abdomen and His

Condition Is Critical; Pierced as
He Walks From House Session

| BATON ROUGE, La., Sept. 9 (Mon-
iday) (UP).—An operation was per-
formed on Senator Hoey P. Long at
12:15 a.m. Monday in an effort to save
his life. No information was given by
physicians as to' the purpose of the
operation.

RBATON ROUGE, La, Sept. 8 (AP).
~Scnator Huey T. Long was shot and
wounded in the abdomen in the state=
house Sunday night and his assassia,
Dr. C. A, Weiss Jr, 30, Baton Rouge
eye, oar, nose snd throat specialist,
was riddled with bullets and killed.

Long ‘walked stumblingly by down
the steps from the first floor to the
basement, holding his hands to his
side, and was taken to Our Lady of
the Lake Hospital where Dr.
Arthur- Vidrine said his condition is

side of his ahdomen and ranged
through the body, emerging on the
back side.

Long had just ieft the House of

ing the enactment of legisiation in &
speeial session snd was passing in &
corridor near the Governor's office
when the shooting took place,

Dy, Weiss, who was standing near
the wall, suddenly drew a2 .32 pistol
from his shirt front, pressed it toward
Long’s abdemen and fired just as
John B. Fournet, a Justice of the State
Supreme Court, grabbed the gun and
deflected it '

Rodyguards Open Fire,

Paul Votier. Murphy Rhoden and
other hodypuards with Long immedi-
ately opened fire with automatic
pistols, Weiss, his body, punctured
many times, slumped fice down on
the flugr.. He was killed immediately.

Long, holding his hands to his side,
staggered down the basement steps
where he met James OConner Jr.,
a mrmber of the Public Service Com-
mission. O'Conner took him to 2 hos-
pital.

Bodyguards said Long was probably
saved from instant death' because Dr.
Weiss' automatic jammed after. the
first shot was fired.

Weiss’ body lay. in the corridor for
more than an hour as Dr. T. B. Bird,
parish coroner, viewed jt. and had
photographs taken of it

The crowds were just leaving the
House as il adjourned until Monday
when the firing rang through the
ornate main floor of the thirly-three-
story statchouse Long built

Given Bleod Transfusion.

Women screamed and men cried out
as scores pressed pellmell to get back
into the House chamber and clung
the wall to escape wildly flying bul-
Jets, i

The hospital where Long was taken
is across a small lake from the Capi-
tol. Hundreds of automobiles gathered
near: the hospital and blocked the
highways as policemen shouted
orders,.

Lieut. Gov. James A. Noe telephoned
Mrs. Long 19 come to Baton Rouge.

pital in a short time.
Long was piven 2 blood transfusion
at'11 pam.. Lieutenant Governor Noe's

§ blood was used.

Long was conscious as physicians
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critical. The bullet entered the right'

Representatives where he was direct-:

Gov, Q. K. Allen arrived at the hos—
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worked over him:, When told by Dr.
Virdine his wound weuld have 10 be
‘cleaned. he said: “Go. ‘ahead 'and
clean it

Longs last words beforé he ‘was
shot, just- aftcr the: House had ad-
journed. werez “Be here in the morn-
ing,. boys.”

The shot from Dr. Weiss’ gu.n almost
cut short his \\orz.s.

Fhysicians were’ making a check to
determine if the bullet. which picreed
Long ‘was po.-.ov:x.

Dr. Weiss is a son-in-law of Judge
B:H. Pavy of Opclousas, a bitter Long
pobucal enemy. A bill in'the present
special session would ‘take :Judge
Pavy’s parish out of its presest judi-
cial. district’ and place ‘it in another
one,

“When told of her son’s death, Mrs:

Veiss, said: “Oh, God; we've been op-
posed to Long, but 1'did not think he
would do'a thing like that>

'I'here was <omethx_ng ominous in the
alr. 'anght 25 the House convened at
§:3) pm. Sergeant at Arms Ax J.
Thomas and . State: police “carefully
checked every person admitted on the
floor “of ‘the House and. 0o one’ was
admitted except members of the Leg-
islatare, ‘mervbers of ‘the  press and
State officials and friends of officials
and legislators’ personally ~vouched
for.

_Long " Amuses Galleries.

Senator Long himself did nat appear
until the session had been under way
half an hour. - Arriving in kigh good
humor,, he,  gleefully’ posed .for Y
photographer and at one time created
great. amusement for, those packed in
the House gallenes by making special
poses_ for the cameraman.

The shots came a minute after Long
walked from ‘the speakers dais
threugh a gide doar lmg the corrider
}eadmg in front of the Governor's of<

ce.

As the shots ‘began  there was little
éXcitement in the House chamber.
Everyone: thougnt it ‘was firecrackers.
An instant later crowds from the cor-
ridor: began running back inwo. the
House ‘and  scattering.  The _ shots
stopped.. ' The erowd, still thinking
they were ‘only firecrackers, qmeted.
but immediately abother’ voliey
sounded and that time there was mofe
excitement.. Members of the Legisla-
ture crowded into the rooms adjoining
the speaker’s dais and prmected them-
selves behind the thick stone walls.;

Tt. was five minutes before- the
crowds in “the corridors. were' con-
vinced that someone had been shot.

The nttack on the Senatdr occurred
shortly after the House had convened
for its second night’s meeiing of the
seventh special legislative session.

Long had just left the House of
Re;nresemau‘es where he. was direct-
ing a new batch of bills in the special
session_of the Legislalwre when be
was shot as he walked in a. corridor
néar the Governor's office,

Bodyzuards opened fire with a'sub-
machine gun acd riddled ‘the man
with' bullets. “The man was. laft'dy<
ing on:the:{loor.

A <pect.tor in the basement said
Long ‘come down. the flight of stairs
from the first floo= with blood stream
ing from his mouth, and walked slow-
Iy ‘around the . floor past the restau-
rant and out-a lock” door,

Shot in Narrow Corrider.

The House had just sent Long's bills,

including those attacking Roosevelt's

admmxsaa.xo'l. to third reading bv
rulé suspensien znd adjourned until
AMonday “When the  shooting occurrcd.:

The staccato. repart of pistol ‘and’
machine gun bullets rang through the |
ornate” flaars of the  Capitol

Pistols flasked in- scores of. hands
but: the shooting oscurred so” quickly
that . many. persons in other’ parts of
the thirty-three-story Statehouse were
unaware of the shooting until persons
rushed up ‘and down telling of it.

A preat crowd immediately” collect-
ed around the dead man, who lay face
downward, blowd pouring from numér-
ous’ wounds., Guards quickly fermed
arcund him ard pushed the: curious
out of the building. They later start-
ed elearing persons out ‘of the entire
Capitol.

An ‘airplane’ was ‘chartered to Oy
Dr. Urban Macs, surgeon attached to
the' Louvisiana State” University’ medi-.
cal ‘staff, to Baton Rouge. for con-
sultation, ’

Startzd as Backdoor, Salesman.

Senator Long, high' priest’ of share-
the ivealth and one of ihe most out-
spoken characters in American public
life, rose: rapidly. from a backdeor
lard compound salesman to become the
Ringfish- of Louisiana. ‘and virtual
dictator of the State..

e kad many ecemies.: engaged. in
innumen.ble fist fights with public
officials ‘and xiex\cpépérmen and was;
branded by his brothers—all of whom |
were ‘3t odds with him—as ‘a. vain, |
audacicus demagorue without parallel |
in Louisiana political history. i

Hxs bodyguards became a part of:
his’ entourage wherever’ he went. io
foothall: games political conventions |
and legislative sessions both at. Wash-
ington and Baton Rouge.

Following an urisuccessful attempt
to impeach him,” he ‘once publicly
bossted: ~I can buy legislators lee
sacks of potatoes.”

Likes Hjs Filibusters,

At 35 he was the ,oungcst Governor
Louisiana _ever- had. “He 'was its
United States Scnator at 33 and in the
recent. séssicn engaged in two. sen-
sational’filibusters to forestall voting
and ‘adjournment. In June he spoke
{for 15 hours and 32 m'nutcs dxswssmg
everything from the ideal recipe for
rogquefort cheese-salad’ dressing to his
lattles “with  Postmaster: General
James J. Farley.

Recently: at. New York' Long
scathingly denounced President
Recsevelt apd Former President Hoo-
ver a5 politial bedmales and an-
nounced “Huey Long is ‘your ‘mext
Prosident” if “cither: of them™ .were
nominated.  He:said he would .head
& libersl ficket.

When' the late' President Calvin
Coolidze and Mrs.: Coolidge. met bim
in New Orleans in 1320 Long indicated
his presidential ambitions: when  he
asked: “Are the Hoovers good house-
keepers?”

~1 guess they. are” answered : Cool-
idge, purzled, |

“Well” replied the Kingfish, “when
I.was elected Governor 1 found the
executive ‘mansion’ in. such: rotten
shape'l had 10 tear it down ‘and  re-
build. It started a hell of 2 row>

““\hen I'm elected President; I don't
want to-have to rebuild the White
House.”

 Twice Probed by Senafe.

The Kingfish's injtial act in the Sen-
ate’in '1932" was to. break ihe: long-
standing . rule a"am_x‘ vnoung- He
became such'a’ conspicuous member
of that hody: that a standing joke
classified ‘as' the forgotien ‘man the
other  Senator from Vl..oumana.

Twice Senate. rommittees came to
New Orleans and investigated charges
of ‘graft.: corruption’ and illegality in
Long's. ‘methods. of conuuctmg Stzte
polities.

Long was credited with havmg one
of ‘the most sparkling and Tesource-
ful mings in the Nation.

*There may, be smarter people than
me.” he once déclared, “but they ain’t
in Lou:sxana.

He was sddictéd to using ‘poor
grammar in his speech, although he
was one: of “the most. brilliant grad-
uates of the. Tulane University law
schiool. He borrowed $400 for his tui-
tion’ and compAetcd 2 three-yeor law
courseé in nine months.

Huey! is the Constitution.

As Governor: of Louisiana he revo-
lutionized State Government. He be-
came ‘the. Constitution, according to
his own proﬁounccmcnts shuffled th:
Legzsla'me like ‘a pack’ of cards;
“started a wholesale ‘migration of his
enemies from the capital, and zn im-
migration of Long supporters.

Senators. Laughed at: Threat.

WASHINGTON,. Sept. § (AP)—
News of the attempted “assassination
of Senator ‘Huey Long startled the
capital. | Sunday . night, with officials
recaling mstanﬂv that. only a month

ago he told the Senate a' plot to kill
hmﬁ was afoot,

Until details of the shooting and his
condition . were: known, officials and
political leaders had. little 1o 'say.
Many ‘of them at the ‘time of the
Senate speech had taken Lurgs fears
lightly, “They were well aware, how-
ever, that he almost’ ‘constantly’ 1ok
premuuons of having’ bodvguards -in
the vicinity when he ‘appeared  in
pubbc.

Whether the Department’ of Justice
could or would take any action in the
shooting was cobjectural

In the Aug. 9 speech the Louisianan
took the floor during a dull. after-
noen and said two of his supporters |
bhad ‘sat in_a hotel Toom in:New Or- .
Jeans adjoining apartment mm'e4
the reported plot’

discussed. Some !
Senators: laughed while others list-
ened closely,

l,cgnlxlors Attended.

He . ‘read reports ‘written by two |
supporters saying. conferences were !
held July 22 and 24 ina New Or-|
Jeans hotel at which there was ani
asserted threat made to shoot him on
the floor ‘of ihe.Senate. i

‘Attending th econferences at van-;
ous’ times, he'said,” were members of -
the House from lnmsxana, and vari-
ous pohucal leaders ‘who ‘were ‘dis- |
cussing’ possible. candidates: for Gov- :
emor. 1o oppose the Long ticket. i

‘The name of the person making the |
alléged threat fo kill was never iden- !
tified. Long described how the: voice '
told “of the: desirability ‘of going to !
Washington and ‘shooling. ) :

This story of a plan reminded Sen-!
ators. of his boe}'vuards,‘ some. Ok}
whom were believed at times to have |
taken a place in. the gallery while |
the' Senator was:on_the floor.

Sergeant’ at. arms’ Chesley Jumney |
aleme’ time publicly scarched a man |
he' believed 1o be 2 Long bod)guard. ;
bit was in ervor in believing the man
carried ‘a gun. ¢
Didn't Take It Seriously. ;

“always had male’ companions
h:m cven at times in office
when 'he’ was interviewed by news-
papermér.  They accompanied’ him
on. his eccasional visits to night
clubs:

As to the purported plot discusser
in' New Orleans. in July; Ling evi-
dent.y did not take it sericusly at;
the time. He jokingly. told the Sen-
ate that in one place, as he read

Long

\
from his memoranda on the meeting.
“Here: is where 1 got a pew 1ea<ei
on Jife” i

At thal point the memorandum dis-
closed ‘some individual declaring’ it
impracticable to kill Long.

The Scnator said the; record of the
r'lectmg was tzken by a brother: of
his’‘secretary’ and’ by, 2 man Long|
jdentified as ‘a ‘secretary of the
Louisiana State: Senate:: ‘These ‘men.
he _contended,: had listened 1o the
conferences -over. a’ dictaphone plant-
ed in the hotel room. ‘Among those
named] a3 present st one conference
waz T. Serames Walmsley, Mayor ol
New Orleans and enemy of the Sena-
tor,| Walmsley: was not named as on
hand ‘at’ the conference’ in:which the
plleged .voice threatened 'to: shoot

Long.



