Crossed Him

Govemm :
| Cleared in:

| Minutes .

i COVINGTON, La, (AP)
| —Vidlently angry, 'Goy,
i Earl K. Long of Louisiuna
| bulldozed his-way out of-a
§ state mental hospital F‘ri-
day and charged along. & venge.
ance trail against politicians: he
f# ligures have done him 'wrongy i+
The 63-year<ld governor2y’
E days in two mental. hospxtuls bé-
 hind him—savored his fréedum
“less than an hour, then picked }ps
| first victim. He was Louisiang's
i state police chief, John Nitk
‘8| Brown,
In the same hoarse breafh.
Gov, Long fired Brown Qm}
named E. P. Roy, a former gtate
i police  head, his * SUCCessor
Brown s police helped guard the
i governor at Southeast Louisiina
¥ (mental) Hospital in Mandevxlle.

In Baton Rouge, whera pohhcal
g hurricane signals are flying, “an
nformed -source said of Long:
‘He's damn sore about people
urning their backs on him, -
Another source indicated .Goy.
Long would call a special session

. N of the Louisigna legislature,
Earl’s the k,’ngf;sh again. which just completed an up-

—Associnted Preas Wirephotd,

“{roarious fiscal session at, mide
June. Some of the govemor‘s pet
bills went down the drain at that
scssion,

But, anyone who lctually lmew
where the slings and arrows: nf‘
an outraged governor would hll
next wasn't talking, :

The actual sequence that pro-
vided ‘freedom for Gov, Dlmz
came rapidly and as a surpmq.
It started with an emersency
meeting of the Louisiana Hospital
Board 1A The bchodlkouse where
hundreds of Louisianans had glﬂl-
drbd to watch the gavernor fight'
his legal battle for freedom by
abeas corpus.

Seven members of the l&xnem-
ber hospnal board: plus two
proxies, gathered with the gave
ernor. Rapidly, with board rece
ommendation, Long fired Jesiv
Barkston, state hospitals direc.
tor,, and Dr, Charles Belcher, bcte
ing superintendent of Southeast
Hospital,

In their places, Gov. Long ap-
pointed Charles Rosenblum, .a
board member, and Dr. L. H.,
McClendon, a Long friend, .

In the aftermath, Bankston w
‘leased a statement in Bqton
[Rouge citing four doctors’ cdn-
tentions that Long needed further
Lospitalization, Among  theht
were Dr, Robert Heath, chaire
man .of the psychiatry and ‘neéus
rology department of Tulane Usis
versity in New Orleans, ard Dr.
Charles  Watkins, chairman “%of
Lovisiana State University's* des
partment of psychiatry, -

The doctors said they exam:
ined Long individually within the
past week and all reached ‘the
same conclusion—he needs nibrc
hospitalization,

In the courtroom, Joe Arthur

Sims, the governor's chief coun-
/|sel, read to Judge Robert Jories
| lof the 22nd judicial district’a'Rets
|ter disclosing the firings of Banks-
ilton and Belcher, Then he tead
;letters showing appointment of
i{Rosenblum and Dr, McClenddn.

Finally, he read a letter fror
Dr. McClendon to 'Rosenblum
which said: “I have been a life-
time acquaintance of Eart Long
and have observed him in reciz'ﬂt
weeks, In my opinion, there.'is
nothing wrong with him. He
should be released and 1 lmend
to do so.”

Attached to the letter was: an
endorsement in which Rosenblum
approved the governor's releasgi
Sims then made formal mpation
to dismiss the habeas corpus pe-
tition filed by Gov, Long and an-
nounced that Atty. Gen, J'acl:
Gremillion wanted to speah
Gremillion said: “The Achons
just read are sell-explanafory
that no one has the authorjty to
hold Gov., Long. The state ioms
in the motion.”

In effect, said Judge Jonel u
he dissolved the action, the gove
ernor was a free man befon,bo
came into the hearing room, -

A ot of people yelled - thenis
selves hoarse and shoved’ qnd
hauled and pushed to pat {he goye

ernor's back or grab his swutmt
hand, - L




