SAYS MONEY HIDDEN
IN GOV. JOHNSON'S
“HOME; IS ARRESTED

Mystery Case Develops When
J. O. Slayton Is Held After
Quitting Valverda.

New Roads, La., Sent. 10—~J. O. Slay-
ton was arrested at Bunkle, I.a., Satur-
day on an-affidavit made hy Charles A,
Smith, of Valverda. There is much mys-
lery connected with the arrest, and it Is
diffisull to undarstand. the. nature. of the
charge against the arrested man, or whatl
wag his purpose In visiting Velverdon,
There I8 much gossip about the affair
In this vielnity, and rumors of many
sorts are lu circulption, but the langible
fuols are very meager.

IL {8 sald that Slaylon went Lo the
slore of Mr. Smith at Velverda, where
he told the booklkeeper, J. P. Jewsll, that
he was gathering data for some woman
In Misslasippl, who was writing a hin:
tory ol Lhe South and (he Confederacy,
and wanled some !nformatlon with re-
spuct to Lhe late CGovernor Johnson, who!
was governor of Loulsiune In 1882, and
who owned a planlation somewhere in
Loulsiana, Jowell told him Governor
Johuson at one Lime owned the Woodley
plantatijon, now the properly ' of M,
Sinith, and that the place was Covernor
Johnson's old home.

Slayton sald he would be glad to get
some daia in connaectlon with the Cov-
ernor's ‘ownership of the home, and facls
connecled with the Governor himaelf,
He was lold Medora Baptlste, who was
a servant of the Governor, might supply
the information. Slaylon went lo sce
Modora Baptiste and, returning, sald she
talked so fost he could not get her siate-
ment, but that he would return with a
stenographer, and he asked permission
of Mr. Smith to go {o- Woodley planta-
tion Lo take some plotures.

The request was granted and Staylon
returned a few days laler with a young
woman stenographer, Mr. 8milth and his
famlily were In North Coroling at this
time.

Slayion met Mrs. Moriimer Guerin, who
lives with her husband in the old John-
son residence, and persuaded her to tulio
the young woman In for the night, suy-
ing he would stay with Medora Brpliste,
The next morning Slayton and the young
woman, with Mrs. Guerin, started to viait
the tomb of CGiovernor Johnson, which is
about 800 yards from the house, but on
the way ho sald (he young woman knew
how (o operate the samera, and he would
g0 back and look al the barn. Instend
of going to the barn, he went to {he
residence, and was in the hack room
where Lhe slajrs are while' Mrs. Guerin
and Llhe young womanh were trylng to
Bol a ploture of the tomb, which oceu-
pled conslderable time for some reason
or other. .

Tinally Slayton eame out of the house
and callod to them, and informed Mrs. |
Guerin there  was money on ihe place, !
and if she would give him permission lio |
sould lay hands on it, Mrs. Guerin told
him she dld not own tho property, where-
upon he -said all of the Johnson haelrs
were dead and offered to divide Lhe Lreas-
ure with Mrs. Guerin. She told him to
wail untll her husband came from the
fleld at noon. While walllhg, Slayton
told Mrs, Guerin he had got hig informa-
tian from & nlece of Governor Johnson,
who was In an'.insane asylum wnd mui-
terad about. mopay under the Lhird step
of the stalrway, D

When Mr. CGuerln came [n, Slayton
took the matter up with him, and they
lookd under th step, and Slayton sald
“Some one has been here already.”

He then, according to the statement of
Mr. Querin, appeared to be anxious to
get awry, and was driven back to Me-
dora Baptiste's place, from which he was
sent to Lhe Wrisco Llrain, |

The young woman who was with Slay-
ton ls sald Lo be very prominent Iin Mis-
slusippl and was released on bhond laat
‘Wednesday. Ciovernor Johnson 18- re-
pited to have been very -wealihy rnd |
there are those who bellaved there was |
somathing in the mutterings about money |
baing concealed under the stalrway, |




