NOTWITISTANDING THE adverse c1iti-
cism of gquite 3 number of ultia-imprac.
ticable Southern journals, ex-General
BrAuREGARD’s recent sensible address
10 the people of Louisiana fs raising for
Tum a host of inftuential advocates, men
shilled In affalis of State and quite
capable of 1ising above bitter partisan
and scetional prejudices. Latest and
mast ponerful among the defenders of
the policy of LrAURCGARD is ex-Gov-
emot T, O, Weoenr, of Louisiana,
Bays this gentleman, in & lengthy letter
on the vital topies discussed in the
DEAURLGARD addiess,~
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And now what wilt the bitter denuncl-
ators of Buavkeesun's appeal for jus-
tice and teason say to the Indorsement
and arguments of Louistana's sensible
«x Governor,




UILDING ON THE D Luv‘lun;‘
ixpetience, which was earned”during,
the last sévérd 'winiter, hins proved that
iron ships of English build are weak and
timsy fn comparison to vessels Luilt of
Amwerican fron, While the Iatter have
proved when on bas and shoals that they
could stand the shock and rough usage
without stating a leak, it was shown in!
thie Delawaro 1iver Iast winter that Eng-
lsh bullt Iron ships were so frail that,
while fion American tugs were towing
them thiough the jce without difficully,
he Inghsh lron could not bear the abra-
sion of _the lce, which cut thiough theh
Tills without diffienlty. It only needed
some proof like this to show the supe-
tiouty of American fronand ald in the
development of an Industiy of the utmost
Importance to the country and of value,
patticulmly to tradeand the prosperity
of thetownson the Delawagibyer. If
it is demonstiated that American iron
is stronger than Buitish lion, we show at
once the necessity of aiding this branch
of iudustry, paticularly in this country,
But chcumstances have also combined
toadd greaily to our advantages nt this
time, ‘The increase in the price of coal
in Lugland has of neecessity had an im-
pottant effect upon her iron wanufae-
twe. That important mtiele which once,
comparatively speaking, was cheap, has
become so dear that, even with the offset
of higher wages in this country, we ale
near the point nt which an Ainerican
ron smp can be built at a price not ex-
ceeding the cost of a vessel of the same
sizobwlt in England. But this isnot
all. If we can give, a8 we undoubtedly
can, o stionger and mote enduring ship
for nearly the sawe amount of money,
we actually produce # cheaper ship than
could be hullt in England. This point
seems to Le already conceded by intelll
gent woerchants and ship-owners, The
Duilding of the great ships for our own
Awmericon Steamship Company furnishes
a fact, but not the only one of import-
ance in this connection. The Pacific
Mail Steamship Company, of New Yoik,
bad built and me to have Luilt on the
Delawaie, at Chester and Wilmington,
no less than eight iron sciew steamships
of the lugest capacity, two of them
Leing of five thousand tons, each, two
otheis of twenty-five hundred tons, and
four others of sixteen hundred tons,
These ships will cost over £3,000,000,
and they are the pioneers—the models
which will show to the woild that
American shipbuilders me equal in
science, ingenuity and in the production
of serviceable vessels to any shipbuildeis
of Bulope, while the material i3 solid
‘and strong,  Pennsylvanla iron is better
than the English in every point of test
and usefuluess,




