Eutralt of a Lettet from Miffiifipi, dared
dprit 50,1736 .

, De Bienville, Governor of this Pro-
¢ Singe, being deterniined to deftroy
the Savages called Chekafaws, by way of
Revenge for the Injuries which they did
laft Year to the French, began bis March
towards them fome time ago from New-
Otleans, and pafled throughMouille with
the Inhabitants of the low Lands : He dil-
patched Orders in ths mean while o M,
d'Artaguette, the commanding Officer a-
mong(t the Illinefe, to join the Frenc the
firft of April, and to mufter together as
many Savages as he could get. M’ d’Ar-
taguettee accordingly made fuch Hafte,
that he arrived at theRendezvous appoin-
ted before the Time preferibed ; and in
ftead of waiting the coming of M. B:in-
ville; he went to atrack the Chekafaws,
trufting very much to the Bravery of the
Tilinefe, who reverthelefs abandoned him
at the firftFire of thePeople ofChckafaws,
infomuch that he had np more than 150
Men left, both French and Savages, to
. withftand 8co% Therefore the Battle did
not laft long; he was quickly defeated
and killed, with all the other Officers &
48 French: M. Bienville being informed of
, this Misfortune, did not,however, ftop his
Career; but notwithftanding all his Ef-
forts, and after a March of 500 Leagues,he
* had not the good Fortune to force the Sa.
vages, who fight like Ljons, & are power-
fully and odly int(cncﬁed‘ Their Cot-
tages are difpofed in fuch a Manner as (o
defend cach other ; and as the People are
excellent Markfmen, and fire croflwife
very dexteroufly,they [eldom mifs killing
or wounding : Thercfore the beft way t0
force them for the ‘future i3, to lay Siege
to them in Form } butthe Difficilty is,to
carry Anillery fo far. We have, indeed,
invented _aSortuf sarow,which fets fire to
their Store Cabbins ; but that does not
difcourage them. Four Officers, with fe-
veral Soldiers, were killed ; and Numbers
of Officers & Soldiers, both Swils&French,
and of the Militia, were wounded in thic
Expedition.  Father Senal, a Jefuir, who
was our Chaplain, was talken by the Sava-
ges; and withoug doubt. will fuffér a crucl
and lingering Déath ; it being theCuftom
of theSavages.to torment their Prifoners
%< Davs; or above,
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