OUR OLD AND MEDIAVAL BAR,

Thomas Jeflerton Durant,

At overy sitting of thy suprowmos court of
tho United states the old attendaut at our
bar will uot fajl torecog alzo u fumiliar voleo,
1 arguwant bétore this court, of a youthful-
looking aud well preserved oldorly gontlo-
man. It {8 tho volos of ono of the vider
members of our bar, wl.o more than twonty
yours ago roured from practico to onjoy in
qulet unil rotirement tho aconmulution of u
large aud lnerativoe practioon this city, On
hls retiromont the busiuess of tho Jegal firm
of whioh thls gontloman was a mewber,
was hawmled over to & tirm compoased of his
gon and & young lawyer, who in u few yoars
bullt up u lurge practles and havo accumu-
luted handaomo fortunes,

This tirm was largely indebted for their
auoooss to tholr ndoptivn of the methodicnl,
procisy, thorongh habits of industry, and
punctuality so vigorous.y pursued by thefe
prodoeossovs. 'Chis wus tho old tirm of Du-
rant & Hornor, to which sucoredast Hlornor &
Beuedlet, Neither of tho old firm  had been
educated 1y the law. Their early munhood
had been passed tn clargships, und tho sub-
jeot uf tho prosont sketeh, ‘Inomas Jeftorson
Durant, had wuastald soveral years in the
vary unremunerative labor of politieut jour-
unlism aud phiasophio polomics,

That he oould so far withdeaw his flne in-
tellevtual vndowments frow thess unprof-
itable muploywents us to svgitlro a thorongh
knowludge of law, aud qualify hlmself tor
sucoosstul practive thorewith, the habils
which stieh praotice dsinandoed, to tus re-
warkuble degres sxlunitsd through his loug
cutoer ab vur bar, evinesd tho highest quall-
ties of eolf-centrul aud mural and mental
firmnoess,

Tho deiwunds of suvh u practioe would ap.
pear Lo Lo antagoulatle 1o all the provious
tustos und intollecsun! divorsions of Mr,
Luraus, for philesophie, suclnl and political
theorlvs umil dissussions wherviu authorley
18 divonrded and nesalled with the most oyni-
oul skoptioldw und lrrsyerent founoclusm,

It wus cortalnly u greal viotory won by so
varnest wuid bold an iofldel, demorrat und
rudical, whea ho coula subject his adventu.
rous mind o the sevors restralats of the
loxie und rospout for at.thortty tuposed by
the prastios of lnw.

Mr, Durang was greatly alded in ma-ter-
ing those requircwsnts by his siudivus,
maethodloal, industrious hablt:, He was
revoro nuil usostlo moralist, wod of grent
fldolity and punctuality In afl his rolations,
Ho proprred vxavt plondings, had s thorvugh
knowledge of povkkeoping, und his chiroy.
raphy was oguil to cepperpdute. In oral
arguwont ho was lucid, hrief, unlmpassionod
aud nossutimeutal. ‘Tiough his Iterary
attalnmonts amd readiyg wore lirge and

goneral, they woers never drawn upon
fn  his  Jegal arguLients, nor were
uis politios ovar Durmitted to

{ulluenen bis legal opinlons and luterproti-
tons, Ocuaslonully ho would emerge from
hia professional prastice Lo vukage lu the po-
Litteal contests of the dy, uid sorved vory
orotivably In soveral politival ollives, s sen-
ator in our leglslaturs nnd as United States
district attorney. But ‘shen he sntored s
luw ofllce all pulltics and philosophy were
disourided aud iguored, nnd a bold thinker,
akoptio nuu decluimer hoeonias a closs, teoh.
nienl and formal plonter und a tonuvious
adhoront tv the staro deslsis dogn,

Wo must qualily vur deniul ot his senti-
muntulism and quaiifiontion for passionaie
apd oftvctive deulamutlon and urgumentu-
tion by admitting thut there were vocusions
and onsos In which he broke through lus
patural susterity wnd acguired wushnictoal-
13, aud displaysd with great lLmpressive-
neas aud effeot the highest tonoof & strong
swotlonallsm and sywpathy {n tho passions
uud woskuossss of human nuture, T'here
WAS & meworable okso in which Mr. Dursnt
made o brillang illustration of his sus:
oaptibllitles to theae jwmpulues. Tuls wus

in the dofeuss of a frisnd, a publio
teacher, who had killed the betrayer of hils
daughter, u giftod young lady, to whom ho
rofused the reparation due by an hunoersble
mau,

Tho betruyer was a merchant of a prom-
fnent firm; the auccused was a poor and
humbles teusher in our schools.  Under the
lnw the killing was not defensiblo us jusufi-
able homlewde, 1o a strict und severs logiat,
ltke Durant, it wus a task of no little diflieulty
to justity und defond this pet, 16 was done
however, with an ability, an sloguencs nud
foree wiiok surprised his brethren of the
bar and sceured & prompt verdiot of *not
imlity” from the jury.

There wers oiher oecasions In which he
#ave like wanifeatutions of A courageous,
oirnest und pusslonuts sioquence and bold-
ness Inthe defense of poor und [tioudless
perdons wronged nnd {ll-ussd by the rioh aud
powertul. Through his whole career he. was
always uu intense Dowocral in the arge
#unse, but never In a narrow or sset.onal
~8enso.  Ie had fwbibed his politienl snd
social suntiments from che Fronch philoso-
phers and pollvioal reformers, He was a
firm bellever {n the soslalistic und eom-
munistie views of Fourier aud Robert Dale,
and was always hostile to African sluvery,

When the ssecussinn movament wus scartsd
ho atood prominently forth as it uncompro-
misivg oppunent, nud was nomivated for the
conveution which waa vidled to devsldo that
(quustion. He was tho boldest and most pro-
nounced of all tho nowminees on that side,
und with Souls, Raodell Hunt, and other dis-
tiuguishied camdidaes of the co-opsrative
party, was beatau.  Durfug the whole ax-
citement and the war ho withdrow into his
law olliee, taking no part in the violent
evouts of that period. On the occupation of
tho eity by the federal ariy ho contiaued to
setve his friends nod follow-citizens i his
professionnl line, glving no aid or counte-
nunae Lo the violsut, luwless and oorraps
acts of yho milltury unthoritivs,

Huvine married o Missiasippd 1lady und be-
come the ownor of sluves he mads tormal
“ela ot owmanctpation of them, o was too
honest, howover, Lo sociras the contidence ot
thn represontatives of Whe federul anthorl-
tiea In the city and even during the recon-
struetion pectiod hoe conld never commund
tlislr sulfiago wmd support. They had uo
uso for u muu of his wtoleal virtues, It wus
thin ungrateful rotarn aud von-appreclation
ol his services in bohalf of tho unlon and of
abolition which drove him from the city to
the national capltal, whers ho openoed an
offie s soun ongugod 1a w largo and luora-
tive praotice.

Ly appointment of the president he repra-
sunted the govornmeut $n mupy lmportwnt
ohits In Lhe sourt of olaima und in the other
courts atl the capttal, und was selscted with
two other jurists as compilor of the revised
stautes of vougrons, In this work he per-
formed thoe prineipal pare in ths production
of @ buok which i indispensable to all law
libraries nud practiving lawyers, By the
overwork tbhus impused on him Daranv’s
constitution was broken down., [fle diea
four ov five yoars ago in Washington City,
lenving & widow aud a grown son, who had
Lovems an ussoolate in his practive, which
was assumed by his old parvner, now in
robust henith,

%uoh i the brief skoleh of the professivnal
and judicint careor of u gentlemnn who wus
muoh honored und respoectod by the banch,
the bar and the whols conuunity, even by
bitter pohiticul antugonists, s tawily his-
tury hus u peculiur interest in 18 gonealogy
aud tho distinetion of his rolatives in sectul
amd Hierary ciroles.

Durlug vhe revolution of 1776 thare wore
in New York foar busutiful sisters, nammsd
Kartright, ©moe ol thess ladies hecnme the
wifoof Goueral Knox, of Now York; anothar
was Mrs, Gouverusur; the third became
tho wifo of Prosidoent Jawmes Monrue, and the
fourth marrvied liaron leyliger, of Copoen-
hagen, Mra. Qouvernour's duughter EFliza
married Aloxauder Hawilton, who was barn
th the Isiund of Bunta Cruz. bMres. lloy-
liger's daughter marrled John Durant of
Bouston, then residing tn Bantw Cruz, 1In
thut island was born Cornella Durant, who
becinue the wife of Erof, L, 1. da Ponto of
Now York, and the mother of Durant da
Poutouf thiscity, I'rof. da 'onte was the
son of Lorepzo da Ponte, the eminont ltnl-
fun pust-uuthor of “Don Giovanni,” *Ls
Nozze de Figaro” and many othor lyrioul
dramus and pooms, o wus the suceessor
of Motustsaio a8 Jdramatie poet at the fm-
perinl vourt of Austrin under Joseph II and
Loopold, The youunger of the DLurany ehil-
dren were horn in hilndelphin, whither My,
Lurant went to resude wfter the loss of the
sSantnUruz estates. Awongthom wasThomas
J. Durant, who, nt the uge of 16, cano Lo this
oity in tho year 1831,

Hin sluter, Mrs, Da I’onte, the reliot of the
eminent professor and aanthor, passcd her
larter days in this olty, to whish her son,
Durant dn 'onte, onme when a youth, Mrs,
DaLonte was o lady of tino gifts, an enthn-
slustic artlst wod admirable waiructor in
tho fine arts and In languages. Shoe tnught
HOVOTAI ] of young J in this city
in the urt of paintiug and in other elegang
necomplishiments. o bhar ouly son the bril.
Hant glita of both pureuts descended. Iis
falher dytng when ho was ouly 8 yeurs old,
Lis only educational advantage was in the
matruction of hils mother. [lis wonderfal
nutural capacity, quickness and self-reliance
sunabled him, however, (0 muster avery
branoh of knowlodge and of tho arts with-
out the aid of culluge or even school training,

Befors he pussed his 17th yeur he had
writton postry sud prose for the daliy jour-
nuls, which atirnotsl much attention and
wdwiration, A6 18 he wus @ full-
fledged Juournalist, and having Joined the
voluntoers in the Mexleun war whllst
our army occupled Monwwrey, he brought
out  the (et Awerioan  papsr  pabe
hished in Mexive, On lils roturn to this chiy
ne buoame conpected cditoriully with the
Delta, sulisfguently with tho Plenyuns, ana
soun established the reputution uf & coin-
pleto, fully equipped journalist of murvelous
varsallity, universal knowlodge and grout
rapidity and toliolsy al cowposinion,

In politivs, In mazthematioal acienoce, in
logicul uud wunlytioal power, in a famillarivy
with legal priveiples und cunatitutional and
politieal history, we have known no superior
1 tho journahism of this country. It was
indeod o groav loss to tho profession when
certnin hapyy and saguoions financial opera.
vions withdrew Mr. Da Poute from a pro-
fersion of whioh ho wus an ornuwment, and
sosured him the ouso, luxury and jndopond-
wnes of a rieh capitaliat,




