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The New Governor, Thomay J.
Lurant,

7Le appointment of this gentleman as the
successor of Gov. Wells, is regarded by many
with favor, Aside from his political wultra-
isms Mr, Duiant has always been esteemed
by thosa who know bim well aa a fair and just
man, scmewhat sour and ascetical in his
monners, but homest, punctual, trathfal and
shle. Anative of New York, he emigrated
to this city thirty years ago, & poor
and friendless youth, but well educated
and with a strong love for learning, of indefati~
goble industry, systematic snd even stoical
halats, snd o high ambition. When we first
Lnew bhim, hewas 8 clerkin the postoffice.
Alnoys a close stndent, ho soon manitosted a
{alent for writing, and became an essnyist and
politieal controversalist in the papers of tho
city. Finally, bo aswociated himself with the
Iate Judge Joln C. Lnrue, & mon of remark-
able gifts, in the conduct of @ daily D
per, whieh wrs edited with marked
ability, but with very oxtrome views.
At flat tme Mr. Durent was an ultra
Drwocaat, of the I'rench rovolution school,
embracimg the doctaines of freo trade, equal
nights, tniversol suflrage, with a strong ten-
dency to socinlism and Tourierism. These
views and tendencies have always marked the
political elaracter of Mr. Durant. On the
sulject of Southern slavery, though in lus
identification with the Demoeratie porty it
become necessary to keep lus opinions in the |
back ground, it was plwnys known to his m
tirnte iriends that he dishkedand condexnod |

| the mstitution and would embrace the first
 faverahlo opportunity of procluiming himself
an emancipationist.

On coming to the bar Mr, Dnrant devoted
Inrasell with great assiduity to his profession,
and though flng the uflices of State Senator
and United Stotes Diatrict Altorney with
fidelity and alility, eschewed political nffiirs
ond egitations and engrossed lumself in the
stendy ond earnest pureuit of indepen-
dence and wenlth. In this sphere he
pelicved gent success,—which was Quo to
i wondertul persevernoe, —grent punctual-
My, systematic hebits and fine nbilities,
Wlhen ihu sccession excitement aross he
toak on wetive and earnest part ngainst
thet measme, and was &  condidate
tor the Senalotml representation of this city
in tle Contention of 1801 with Jr, Soule and
Rendell ITunt and wis defested.  During the
war be withdrew from public affairs and was |
entircly engaged In profonsional duties, but
a8 known to be, snd always proclaimed hiwe
636 a Union mon. On the amivel of Gen,
Dutler bere, Mr. Durant withheld Limself
hom auy intercourse with that officer,
and cnly oppesrod before him or his
sulovnates 1 a  professional capacity,
aud  genenlly in defence of citizens
who wete prosecuted beforo military couita.
He was the counsel of Mumford and alss of
the prisoners of Lot Jackson who were
charged wath viclating their paroles, and it was
in derence to tho jomt applieation of him.
self ond Mr. Rozier that thesentence of doath
was not exceuted on the latter partica.

When {be emancipution proclamation was
iswued Mr. Trarant embmiked warnly m poli-
t1es, placing hamself boldly on the platform of
umvcrend sufiinge and equality,  Appointed
Atterney Genern) of the Btate, his exireme
+icws on the subjeet of suftragonnd the equal
118148 of negioes, aud Lis vigoious opposition
to Lanks’s scheme of recomstruction under |
nulitary oridess, brought Lim imnto confhot,
with the Banks-Ilnhn-Cutler puty. With
tlas party Le waged a fierce nud unrelenting
but unsnecessful wor, denouncing the Con-
vention of 1§61 as o bogns affair, and protest-
ing agnizet tho admission into Congross of
the wen who were elected uonder it When
thet Convention fwled to declare universal
suffiage Mr. Durnnt had sn additional ground
tor Ina fierce hoslility to it nnd its mem-
Lezs, of whom he mever {mled to declore
that they weie ntterly unwoithy of tmst or
centdunee, pohitieally, wonally and in every
ofher rospect. A stern monalst, studiously
cbservant of all the propricces of Lo, firm
and trathful, be entertuned for Bunks and
bis vultuzo pack a most cordinl hate, When
the couvention riot of last July ocerred, Mr.
Dusunt, to the great surprise and worhfica-
tion of s fijends, left the eity under on ap-
prehension tlat ke would bo exposed to Vio-
lence. Some silly, neavons or mischievous
pursons must Lave ougmnted this story, It
way ullerly untounded, ss Mr. Duant was too
ouch aespectid dox his sincerity and personal
ategnly, and wus too well Lnown to be op-
pored to the Lovvention of 1681, which was
the o} jert of 1ok viclcner, Lo Justify nuy such

! Tho most act of
Lus pehtical Lifo s the nse which he 1nade of
this groundless ol womsn's atory m
s epeechics at the North,  Tlus wasa grave
«re1, and cne quite inconsistent with
tLe general cLanacter and course of Ir. Da-
1urt, When Mr. Dwant left this State it
wos vilorstcod that ihe lending features of
s palition] aogmnmme wore waiversal suf-
frage nnd uniy cisal munesty.  Tlisnature and
punciples must inelne bin ngainst the vin
fuctive rayd poscriptive poliey advoeated by
many of Lis parly towmd onr best citizens, a
pohicy whah da doing moe to prejadice the
| couso ot a dnll recognition of tho cavil equality
at the negives than nny other.

As 0 Governos, we huve o strong beliof that

Duiant would bo an honest nnd sble
Clijet Lixcentive of thas State, o would, e«
deed, Le far below any rann who ever fillod an

! office in the State it be could not give us
sonie improement on the adwimstration of

4 Gos. Wells, who has managed to secure o
" Tirger shinze of odsim and general contempt
{han wero ever before earned by a pablic ofs-

| ver in than o1 in any olher Stete.




