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A Faithfel Nogre. .
~_Died, on the 1st September, 1865, at Zama i
Plantation, Miss., Clay Smith, well lmown '
for many years to the relatives and frieads ]
of the family as the foster-brother, {riend
and manager of Col. J. F. R. Claiborne.
He had been the body-servant of the late
Gen, Ferdinand Lee tlaibarne, of Natchez,
and took patt in the battte of the Holy
Giound, where he was severdy wounded.
He was in Fort Mims, and only escaped
that dreadful masgacie by leaving with a
dispatch for Gen. C. trom the iit-fa ed
commauder, Major Beasley, two hours be-
fore the Indians surprised the fort. Xor
Clay’s good condust dunng the warfGen. |
C. gave him his frecdom, but he refused to
aceept it. ;

During the Murrill excitemment in 1836,
when the central countics of Mississippi
were under mariial law from sn appre-!
hended insurrection of the negroes, and
many persous, wWhite and colored, worc‘
summarily execated, Clay had cbarge of!
100 negroes in Madison county, the tocus
of the excitement, and by bis prudence and ‘\
discipline, and the universal confidence re- |
posed in him, it was almost the only plan.
tation in the country that escaped suspi
cion. There was no overscer on the place;
for eix weeks he permitted no one to leave
or enter the premises; and he stood guard |
every night around the dwelling of his mis-. |
tress. On his master’s return from Con- |
gress, he offered bim his freedom and a
farm, but he refused to saccept them. The!
Governor of Mississippi, (the late Hirum
G Ruonels,) who had been an eye-witness
of his conduct, presented him w certificate,
on parchment, of his fidelity; and Col. R.
M. Williameon, Col. John M. Elder, Col.’
Fulton, Gen. G. M. Price, Col. G. R. Fall,
and other distinguished citizens, made up a
purse of $300 for him.

When the emancipation proclamation !
appeared his master read it to bim, aund
offered to send him to New Orleans with
ample provision for his futare enmfort.—
He declined the boon, and to the last stead-
ily exhorted his fellow-servants to remain
at their homes, as the best way to enjoy
their freedom. His last words were : “Mas—
ter, be & friend to my children ; children,
 master won’t forget you.”
~ He was buried with the ceremonies of
‘the church; and, as a soldier of the war
of 1813, would have been interred with
military honors had the weather permit-
ted.

Clay and his ancestors bave been in the
Claiborne family, in direct line, for 150
years, and from generation to generation
have held confidential pozitions. His fa-
ther, Jack Smith, coachman to Col. Tho-
mas Claiborne, thirty years member of Con-
gress from Virginia, was captured by the
famous British partisun, Tarleton, while
driving his master’s chariot. The four
gplendid bays were turned over to the dra-
goons, and Jack was made groom to the
Colonel. A few nights atterwards he made
his eseape on Tarleton’s favorite charger,
Seipio, which was purchased from him by
bis master, and presenied to the Marquiz
de Lafayette. Jack Smith and his descend-
auts, in memory of this achicvement, have
always had a borse mamed Scipio. On
every plantation where one of the family
is fouud, the name has been preserved,
abbreviated to Sip *vhere the auunal hap-
pens {o bo a scrub. After the surrender of
Cornwallis Jack was emancipated, Lut
continged in the service of tne family,
and came with the iate Governor Claiborue
to Natchezin 1803, C.
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