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T¢pE LIGHTS ON THE
HISTORY OF LOUISIANA.

X

GOVERNOR JOSHUA BAKER.

i By MRS. T. B. ELDER.

o
ot

. dod that this gentleman
ft ‘;5.::°rm Kentucky, but was
L {ana.
it ':%r:: u:v’ns in §t. Mary Par-
fib 1% pe benutiful Toche Rivar.
o “!;;f, sarly years wore spent
.f."m_i-"’,,g;":, his lite.
ﬂ"m -:auuted from Weat Point In
s "Z'htn being born in 1799, he
jh Vet atiained the age of
puspol 8 mbered In Louistana for
i Ul o ige of bridgs bullding,
p “.'lg these In different purishes
'ndor his supwrvision.

“;m time, 1828, he was ap-
M %uage of Bl Mary Parish,
wiidle always ocoupled with his
ulion intarests, he tound time
o the steamboating indus-
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y or0; 1040 ber trade.
o the lumber tr
K:"!,,,:l: appolnted Governor by

noock, who was then In
;"::Zxd of the Gulf Department.

o ippolnting of Mr. Baker to bp
g’,a__,, of ‘lawless Loulslana”
M:r“ the wisdom of General Han-
o ‘o knew well the miarule,
e ¢ and oppression exerclsed by
sdminlstrators In goading

w"-plo of the South to vindiotive

{1a:s, ané his cholce of Governor
ﬁnia consistent Uniou man and

aniieman, was soothing to the
;g‘,u‘who were being tortured by
g m-onstruction harples,
fts -outhern General, Dlck Taylor,

+ 0; this Northern General, ¥Han«
%, tast “he was one of the most
wtiagnished ofMoers of the United
fral ATIY,s and he Immudiately ge-
jursd rder and oonfidence” (in New

WAL 1s well to_ learn that 1t
i Goneral Dick Tayler himselt
{ . an interview with President
advised him to send Gen-
cook to command the Gulf

nt.

or Bakor's kindly ways and
w1 instinots gave a brief sun.
it to the reconstruction darkness.
fs ¢id not hold the office a year,
W of unusual splzode marks his
girt thrm.  The men elacted to rep-
st jongrese from Loulsiana were
ytled Admittance on the ground that
fs Strte was not yet properly ‘“re-
sutnoted.”

ind ithis 18 what reconstruction
willy wvas and what it should have
wy ;* * * It was an usurpa-
ma power by men, chiefly ne-
pw"without character or Intelli-
pits, :who preseribed what a Sen-
yre'st be in order to be quall-
w-n.moly, to take the "test oath"
¢ i, Thess rulings were arro-
jtaid iImpudent, because the State
owitation had already provided an
ud vhioh left to those aompellad
rukilt some spark of aslf-respect.
rte yhisperings of the manly dig-
irel, American freemen.
ko struetion fanatics Introduced
1y open the common schools to
1 thi:dren “withonut distinetion of
ns, ¢0,” and. in order to exasper-
i ¥, white race, made attendance
ot W schools comgpulsory.

Tk measure, with the disfran-
diunt of everv Southern soldler,
Wy law-making power In the
it lliterate negroos, was Lou.
flaagis Joom. -

gt have been o different
Wiilwhad held sway and Intelll.
i ruled. instead of injustice
n:lr'mm-ma tgnorance unspoak-
3 8

Glvomor aker had littls part in
LUl \hls eamo of tyranny, and was
twive soagedod to be an honorable,
tousirvative Democrat and & con-
tite;t opponant of mecession.

Haidied many years after the war
halanay Connecticut, at the home
#hh daughter, his heartstrings stili
thesg to his  Loulslana  home,
Mo he news of hls death reached
s fitands along the borders of tha
‘heh_ it brought alse the eenviction
;;“:‘n‘-“l’ood man had passed to hia

Sly.dsscendants are among Toutsl-
Wy nost worthy citirens, and one
§ 0 ears that notne 1s at present
Hviof one of our criminal ronrts,
W ‘s dsclsfons for justlce and
'l have never haen excellad nor
1l med,
IW:MIN FRANKTAN FLANDERS.'
\ .gentlaman was “created” mill.
.lrr revernor of Loulslana by Cen-
Mlaeridan, U.8.A. In Juna 1887,
J¢lies, or perhaps its surround-
> ;!'ﬂ"nuat have been dlstaatetul to
l-R:.')r he resigned the governor's
M Lten an occupanry of only six
taatly,
y‘?il’lmdurn was barn {n New
m.l:hlre. came to New Orleans In
g o11d here studied law, He was
1 Bor many vears In the city's
It Mhools, and prinoipal of one

;:': t4 intered the newspeper busi-

g ‘I&-__Wnd favor with the Mederal
tyes who. in 1862, appolnted
oy lsurer of New OQrlaans. Tt
o |Voh|mos In his favor that
,'m';;:snod thls oflce in a few
4
pa"f"" elected to “‘ongross to rer-
¢ ulsfana's Flrst District. He
h h-_-"’ supervising specinl agant
X Treasury Department for Tou-
8 " Misrissipp) ang Toxns, and for
I 3r he was president of the
h ’.:lﬂmml Bank of New Orleans.
: \ﬂﬁn-" subsequent to all these
o et Genoral Sherldan made
; q.“ggwornor of this State. In 1873
B 1 Ppointed him United Statos
'”ﬂ‘.“ Treasurer at New Orleans,
B %% he held for many vears.
‘ mm;ul:lnoul Government certalnly

“MEIl 3 services and experiencex
PR':, .18 Of money mattors, and his
/ tion In oMce should prove
. ""'!nb""y and uprightness.

'Miomnu’ lettar fromn the “recon-
“lfl.‘b‘ committee” In Congress.
i tfora the court af inquiry in
M 0 the Now Orleans rlot, was
riy; S¥nership by every membaer
e S0Mmittee, was finally traced
d myititnders as 11s recipient.

g, 8T eontained the terrible
l:.!li‘h" {5 hold the conventlon
'l Azards "

'fg‘“ers was also verbally as-
"‘»lu._h" Congress (reconstrustion
Ity ®) would legalize the action
o oMventlon “whether Its mem-

or lllegally

(OIS legally
'-.;‘::{kable fact connected with
v’_lZI\Hnn of this letter and
788 that Mr., Flanders was
N .nnd to glve ovidenco be-
b Xamingra; and still more
" M. the fast that o motlon
m'tﬂ appoar wax overruled by
N e Y of the commititeo.
h“..‘““od of that lettor to show
%‘iu“ In stora tor our State.
) ! oOhnsnn. August, 1866, in
8} N, 0N BDOke as follows:
' ..ventlon to be called was
.Irtlncl. Its powera had
[ ]! Intentton was to dis-
M:l whitn men and glve
Uffrago to a1l black man,
Uthlng the vl (lovern-
vginlml by the Unitoed States.
N ‘hntlonnr_\' measuta  orlgl-
W ¢ Radicnl Congress.
4 e“ the Fxecutlve Depart-
\5 oneeenod, the offert has
: to restorn (e Union, to
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od & part of the de-
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! heal the broach and to pour ofl upon
th.c: nation's wounds.

In one department of the gov-
eroment we have geen a constant en-
deaver to prevent the restoration of
p‘ac?, harmony and union.

‘We have seen hanging upon the
vergo of the Governmant, a8 it waere,
& body which assumes to be the
Congress ot Lthe Unlted States, while

it is only a Congress of part of the |

States.

“Weo have seen this Congress pre-
itond to be for the Unlon, when Its
levery act tended to perpetuate dis-
i unlon, We have geen a Congress that
y #oamod to forget that there was a
| lhﬁlt to the scopo of leglislation.

Wa have seen Congross gradually
encreach upon constltutional rights
{and violate, day after day, funda-
| mental principles of the Government.
iIn a word we have seen a Congress
in minority assume to sxercise power
which, it consummated, would result
ln_despotism or monarchy {taelf.”

In 8t Louls, Sept. 8, 1866, Presi-
dent Johnson sald in public:

‘“If you will take up the riot in
New Orleans, you will find that it
was substentially planned; when you
read the gspeeches that were made
before that convention sat :you will
find them {ncendiary in thelr char-
acter, exoiting the black population
to arm themselves and prepare for
the shedding of blood. .

“You will also find that conventle
did assemble in violation of law, and
its Intentlon was to superseds the
organized euthoritles In the State of
Loulstana; and every man engaged
{n that convention was a traitor to
thd Constitution, and hence you find
that another rebellion was com-
menced, having its origin {n the
| Radleal Congress. There was the
jcause and the origin of the blood
 that was shed, and every drop of that
. blood Is upon their skirts and they
&re respongible. » » #

Was not Johnson brave when he
thus threw his kindly influence over
our poor oppressed Southland? When
he dared to speak the truth ggainst
such men as Thad Stevens, Wendall
Phillips and Charles Sumner, who
could move the Northern people
agalnst him as easily as a child
moves its rattle?

The outspoken president who
sought to restore the Unlon by kind-
ness and justice was tried before
Congress for acts deserving of Im-
peachment, and one accusation
brought against him were the gen-
erous words cuoted above.

The {mpeachment trial falled; one
vote secured the verdlet “not gullty "
Nineteen men out ot fifty-four obayed
the voica of consclence, and not that
of a mection of hatred.

It {s recorded that Senator Hender-
son, of Miasourl,. was instructed by
a public meeting In St. Louls to vots
“gullty.”

Hls answer was: “As I am an hon-
ost man I will vote ‘not guilty.'”

The two-third vote for conviction
was defeated by that one honest
vote, and the United States was saved
from being a disgrace to the nations
ot the world,

A most pathetic incident connected
with President Johuson fs told by
Mra. C. C. Clay, of Alabama, whose
distingulshed husband was a senator
in Washington at the opening aof the
war.

Mr. Clay and Presldent Jefferson
Davis were confined in separate cells
in Fortress Monros on the charge of
being abettors in the murder of
President Lincoln. Tha world knows
how false was the charge, bul the
hatera of the South tortured the
hearts of that section by the Indig-
nitles heaped nupon these [llustrious
captives.

Mrs. Clay, in a visit to President
Johnson, while pleading for her hus-
| band, sald:

“Mr. Presldent, I have been told
that you have refused to allow the
military court, composed of Messrs.
Holt, 8peed and Stanton, to try Mr.
Davls and Mr. Clay.”

The president bowed affirmatively.

Then all her terror connected with
those three men, and all her trust in
FPresident Johnson, bhurat forth in
these agonizing words:

"1 pray you thon to give me your
solemn oath. in the presence of Al-
mighty God, that you will nnver,
while in this presidential chair, yleld
those Lwo Innocent men °~ into the
hands of that blood-seeking milltary
cotmmiasion!”

Mr. Johnson, calm and deeply In
earnast, answergd: "I promlise you,
Mrs, CQlay: trust mel”

And ralsing his hand repeated sol-
emnly, *“T'rust me!” ¢ & ¢

On another occaslon this happened
as told by Mrs. Clay:

“As I entered the president’s room,
and before I could speak, he askod:
‘d you meset Staton as you came
in?

“T did, T veplled, 'and he had the
audaoity to bow to me!

‘“*The scoundrel!’ ejaculated the
president. ‘He has been here an hour
clamoring for the blood of Davis and
Cln)’!' " - - -

Thia recital ought to thrill the
hearts of every 8outherner with rev-
orence for the sorely tried and muoch
maligned President Johnson,

And that promlse to Mras. Clay

saved the llves of two men dear to |

their people and honored by all who
knew them.

She writes a few days later these
words: . .

“The radical pressure on the presi-
dent s fearful They have axpelled
Foote and have persuaded Stewart, of
Nevada, hle son-In-law, to desert his
colory and cause—and they may paus
the law over the president’'s manly
veto of the civil rights blll. But
Piresidenc Johnson will fall, if fall he
must, battling tor justice.”

These things are related here only
to reveal something of Presidout
Jotnson's character to young readors,
and to show how manfully he tried
to help the South towards peace and
prosperity, when gigantle forces of
hate and graft were endeavoring to
hurl hlm fromn power and branding
his nam2 with infamay and lies.

Prosldent Johnson was not a man
of strong will. He was afraid of
Stanton, the Republican Party and
*popular clamor.”

He admitted that he did not for one
Instant belleve Mr. Davis or Senator
Clay had aught to do with the orimes
laid against them, but he dared not
ast agoording to his bellef,

As president he tried to blend re-
eonciliation with reconstruction and
tcund the task bsyond his powers.
But his heart was true and tender,

-General Dick Taylor says: ‘“Presl-
dent Johnson never made a dollar by
public office, abstalned .from quar-
tering a horde of connections on the
treasury, refused to uphold rogues In
high places, and had too just a con-
coption of the dignity of a chief
maglstrate te accept presents.” Tt
may be sald that these are humble
quullties for a citlzen to boast tho
possonslon of by a president of the
United States. TYel all whose cyes
vvare not hlinded by partisanship,
whose manhood was not emasculated
by severity, would in these lasl years

have welcomed the least of them as
meénna in the desert.”

By “these last years” he refers lo
other occupants of the White House
who followed Mr, Johnson.

The last good word fur President
Johnson is by Senator 8. 8. Cox, as
follows: ’

“He stnod firm as a rock against
all tomptations to ahuse his own
powers, or to exercise Lhnse which
were not conferred upon him.

“Steadrast and seclf-rellant in the

mldst of all dlfficulty, when dangers
threatoned, when temptations were
etrong, he locked orly to the consti-
tution of his country aad to ths
people. The constlitution of the coun-
try is as safe In his hands from vio-
lence as it ‘was In the hands of
TWashlngtor.
. “But 1f, Senatars, you condemn
nlm, "if you strip him of the robes
of his office. If you ‘degrade him to
the utmost stretch «¢f your power,
mark the prophecy! The strong Arms
of the peonle will be apout him
They will find a way to raise him
from any depths to v-hich you may
eensign him, and we shall live tu
seo him redeemed and to hear the
wajestlc volee of the people declare:
‘Well done, good and falthful sevv-
ant!'

This address was made the day
the vordict for or against Mr. Jchn-
son’s impeachment was to be given.
And he was acqultted!

And his grimes were the speaking
favorably of the South. denouncing

radical and unlawful measures and

wishing to displace Nr. Stanton—
the blood seeker—from his office as
secretary of wer. .

Never has a man been so vilified
and so misunderstood and misreptre-
sented. . i

May his namo and fame grow ever
brighter untlli they shine as stars in
the momorles of the Southland.
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