MRS, ALBERT G. BLANCHARD

Follows Her Gallant Eldest Son to
the Grave.

Accompanfed Her Husbaund Through
War and Leaves Glovious Record
to Many Descendants,

The pall of gloom had hardly
lifted frotn the Blanchard household
when Death agaln -insinuated Its
dark presence, and this time Mrw,
Marie Loulse Horminiec Benoist, widow
of the late (GGoneral Albert Gallatin
Blanchard, & hero of the Mexlean and
Clvil Wars, answered the' Inevitable
sumrmons, Just elght days ago Major
Dawson A, Blanchard, her eldest son,
quietly passed over the river to join
his comrades of the Grey Army,
which awalted his coming on the
eternal shores of death. Iler mothor-
hood had been her most sacred re-
ligion, and the little tonder ofMces of
lcve towards hor children had been
the expression of her dcepest devo-
tion to the Master, who had been her
gulde through lite, and 80 when her
cldest born passed away on last
Wednasday one of the strongest tloy

MRS, MARIE L. H. B. BLANCHARD.

that had bound her to this life was
severed, and gradually she slipped
farther and faythor from the things
of this world, until the end was
reached yesterday evening at 2
o'clock. General debility was given
as the causc of death, and her passg-
ing waa llke the falling of the day-
light, with the glory of night follow-
ing In Its wanke,

Mrs., Blanchard was a woman of
ithe old South, and was the highest
expression of that womanhood, Lhat
has justly given everlasting fame to
the lang af hor birth. o her the
land of her nalivity was ever some
holy and sanctified object, on whose
altar should be Ilald the deepest (ri-
buta of love and sacrifices ,and so
cwhen (he war hotween the States
hroke nnt she was nnt content to
stay at home, hut followed her hus-
band throughout the whole cam-
palgn, that she might be near him
and glve him her ald and encourage-
ment, and help {n every way the
men who were fighilng for what
was dearcr than life tlself (o her,

When Gienoral 8herman started on
bis march of devastation, Mra,
Blanchard was In Columbla, B. C,
and was lving In a houss whicl
hnd formerly been the Convent of
the Valley of Lhe Cross, and when
g&ho wasg notifled hy one of her falth-
ful negro servants (that the army
was approaching, full of the re-
goureafulness of the women of those
times, she dlsgulsed herself as a
nun, and, gathering her children
nround her, In an attltude of prayar,
she walted the coming of the 8ol-
diers, When they came they overran
the house, until they ecame to Lhe
room where she was, and then, A~
officer secing the Slaler, told the mol.
dlers to nalt, that no ona should
touch a Siater, ag they had bheen
angels of merey during the war, He
thereupon sent” for o written ordaer,
protecting the house, and this was
signed hy General John A. Logan,
and (ki3 Insured the safety of ths
house, for it was the only ona left
standing. Several years Inter Gen-
eral TLogan came to visit General
Blanchard, and Mrs, Blanchard
showed him the order, and asked
Rim If he remembered [t, and when
ho sald that he dld, she told him,
to his astonlshment, that she had
been the Sister whe had been ac-
corded protectlon, 8ho conlinued to
follow her husband until the end of
the war, i
Mra, Rlanchard was born in this
elty In 1823, and came from one of
the most arlstoerntic familles, Sho
wag cduecated in Paris, and, recelved
the hest tralning of those f!(ays. and
was not only educated, but highly
cultured, and was a pencil and brush
nartist of no mean ability, while she
was possessed of a highly cultured
volee, and, in additlon, was a musi-
clan of much power. 8he wns one
of the hellea of her time, and when
only 16 mot and married Captaln
Blanehard, who was a graduate of
Wegt Polnt, and_ who was in the
Unlted States Engineoring Corps
statloned nt Sabine Pass, Aflter his
marringe the Captaln entered the
colton  busluness, In  which he re-
matned unt!il the oulbreak of the
Civil war,

Mra, Blanchard ralsed a large
family of children, of swhich there
are stlll _living: Mra, T. J. Hooper,
Mra. M. F._Duun, Mrs. J, A, Sinclalr
and M, T. Blanchard. She also leaves
two slep children, whom she ralsed
and who wore devoted to her, One
of them, Mra. Susan B, REldor, was
at hor bhodstdo when she died. The
other Is (he Rev, Henry Blanchard,
of Portland, Orcgon, Besldes these
ghe lesves twently-seven grandchil-
dren and five groat-grandchildraen,

Mrs. Blanchard was a devout Cath-
olic during her whole llife, and dur-
Ing her last fliness wns fortifled by
the last rites of tho Church. The In-
terment wlll take place this evenin
from the Church of Our Lady o
Lourdes, on Napoleon Avenue,




