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It “coming events cast thetr ehadows before,”
1t may be Bafely assumed that the action to be
,taken by Congres fn the Loulslana cife was
determined upon fo advance of the meeting of
that body by the leaders of the Repablican par-
ty In eecret conelave assembled : and that it was
to be of snch a character as to be clalmed as an
endoreement. a3 well ue au approsal, of the ac-
tlon of the President fn not ouly recognizing as
the de facto government of this Htute, what be
must have known o be **a gross usurpation,™
bo¢ ordering it to be malataned and enfoiced
as ruch by Federal bayouets, regurdless of 1he
will of the prople as expresed throogh the me~

dluw of the ballot box.
The course pursued by Mr, Mortonfn the Sea-
ate and Geuera! Builér In the House, would
seem 20 leave no doubt that they had been pat

was lost sight of by the public. Bat when

‘emancipation became a military neceesity, asd

1t was deemed right and proper to mike breast-
Works of the newly enfranchised, Pioch came
10 tbe front with his *eword ja arms and eager
for e fray.” Le ra & _company aud was
elected cuptaln, It the * colored troops fought
Dubly” uuder hia command, the fact has not
been recorded. Neltber is jt anywhere men-
Uosed that he waa'promoted or commended for
gallant eervice. 1t appears that Pinch, ticlog of
the life of a roldier, noon resigmed,'and retired
;:;:on the glory that aitaches to the title of cap-

ain.

‘When the election was held for & delegate to
a constitutlonal convention, Pinch was a candi-
date, and as all 1be negroes were allowed to
vote, while thoussnds of whitec men were dis-
frauchiced, there is o question ba: that he re-
ceived a mojority of the votes in the district ln
which he was a eandidate. As the majority of
tha conveotion was made up of jgnarant Macke,
Tinch was enabled, by hia superior Intellivenco
and cunalog, to play not ocly a promivent buta

And dlted w

forward to eogiveer througk ihelr resy
bouzes the programme agreed npon by the par-
ties and in the manner above euggeeled. The
seating of Pinchibsck in the Senate, and 8ypher
and bheldon in the louse, migkt, with eome
4bow of truth as well as Ympliely‘ be claimed
as an endorsement, as well a3 approval, of the
nnwarranted and uoantborized action of the
President in recognizing anad malataining the
Eellogg usurpation as the de facto overoment
of thls Stute, for it 8 well kaown that neither
of the ledividuals above named are any more
entitled to the seats they clait, than Is Kellopg
to the dflice of governor, They ara boih part
and parcel of the nsurpation.

Sypler and Sheldon, the two carpet-baggers
who clalm to represent the first and sccond con~
gressional districts of Louisiana. and who bave
been admitted to £eats, have already gained
very extended but uoenviable notoriety. But
as yet Pinchback i3 left out fa the cold. Stil],
as there is at Jeaet 8 poasivility that the majore
ity of the Senate will o as d1d the majoulty i
the Iouze—yield obedience to the declared wyll
of the President, and seat the mongrel aspirant
to senatorial honors, upon falee and frandalent
credentials, for which Le s Indebtedto Kellogg,
8 briel shetch of his orlein and autecedents
may not be uninteresting to the wany thousand
readers of the Deyocxar.

As to Pich's orfgin, there appesrs to be no
question in the winds of those who know him
longest. 111 father being a white man, and his
mother a female of the colored persuasion, he
is a mulatto. This fact dissipates the false fw-
presston he has attempted to create In the mind
of tho istant putlic, that be 3 & quadroon,
and therefore the repreeentative of a large, ro-
epectatlo and wealthy class In Louisiana,

Pincli's mother huving been the slave of his
father, he was born a chittel under the law.
But ebe did net loug rewaln in tnat condition,
for when he was quito young bis father eent
his colored concubine and her Fmgeny to Cin-
clonatl, and it was owing to tlis clrcumstance
that Pysch became for a time & resident of the
great State of Oblo.

‘Whether Piock’s father was actuated by a
conyiction that holdisg his own flech and blood
@aq slaves, was contrary to the law of nature,
even if sinctioned by that regulatiug the * pe-
caliar Institation,” or & desire to get rid of his
youthfal progeny, i3 o moothed question. Be
this as it mnay, bhe eeat his slave con to Olio,
where ba became free, and where he acquired &
smatteriog of learnlng.

As to woich one of the slave States was the
hirth-place of the sabject of this sketeh, there
is some question. ‘The general Impreseion ap-
pears to be, Boweser, that Pinch was born ln
Alabama, and that cocn after that event his fa-
ther moved to that gectlon of Miselssippl known
28 the ** Yaz00 couatry.” [t was from that res
rion kis father sent Lim to Cincinnatl.

There'are grave doubts whether Pinch in-
‘herited his nime or assuwed it. There are
tome who believa that in bis youth, on acconnt
of lus color as Well a3 the mixtare of his blood,
he'was picknamed Pinchback, and that he sut-
eequently adepted it as a sirnawe, changing its
slguificance by substitutiog an a for uu ¢, thus
converting Pincdb e-ck inwo Pinchb-a-ck.” Thke
fact that the *“‘oldest inhabitants” do not re-
member a plantzr who went by the name of
Piuchback, ulfords ground for tbis belief. e
alterward added tbe prefizes Perey Denton
Bhelly, but for shortocss he ¢igns himself P, B,
8. Pinchback.

Pioch’s fntroduction to the public was in the
capacity of boot-black on board of one of the
floating palaces that plled on the Misstasippl
aud Ohio rivers, for the accommodation of
the traveling public. 1lle next appeared 1a
1he character of cabin boy, and from that pa-
sition he worked Lis way tp uutil he renched
that of head eteward. “Aod no watter in what
position fortane placed Pinch, he alwars made

it pay.

f; was while holding the position of Lead
steward 1hat Piach lenrned the manners aud
habits of gentlcmen, which he bhusso succens-
fully affeeted since Congress emaucipated the
slaves of the south, and converted the negroes
joto a polittcal element.  And now, for the rea-
gon that it I3 to Lis futerest o be su considered,
Pinch puts bimself forward a8 the represeut
tive of the negro race, whep, in fact, e enter-
 tains litlle friendship for the colored people.
i He has publicly declared 1hat he was not proud
' of s vegro blood, a8 some professed, and that

b would not ba & negro if he could Lielp it.
Pinch became dlsgusted with the cakin of a
! steamboat, and determined that no such “‘pent np
! Utica should contract bis powers,” and he
sought 2 more enlarged field for his buddivg

| genlus by euteriog a popalar gawbling saloon
ia this clty, where he served In a varied eapac-
ity, sowetlues 83 waiter and at other times as
errand boy and “go-between.” It was jn this
school that Plach became an adeptiathe “'ways
that aredark aud the tricks that are valu,”
which have eince e3ubled hlm tolive by bis wits
aud cunulng, inetead of hovest industry.

It was In the gambliog ealoon that Pinch
| picked up the emutiering of politics which has:
| eoustituted bis prioeipul capEml etock-In-trade
! slucs Cuogrers enaciedbim lnto & suffragan,
torit1s a well known fact that the gamblers of

this section of couuntry 28 well ag elsewhere, are
blatant politicians, not from principle, butas a
watter of busibess,  And, strange to say, they
ace generally on the winnlug skte.  This may
owlog, i a great messure, to the fact that
when gamblers take an loterext In a ticket, they
not only resort to allthe tricks kuown in politics
to Insure 1ta success, but they put up thelr

money.

After gradustiog from the gambling saloon
TFioch became & “cport” aud lived by “roping
10" and fieeclag pour ignorant slavesof their
Little earnings, 10 enable Lim to wmore
succesefully carry on his nefurlons practices, it

a3 8ald he was the secret proprictor of, or
edent partaer 1o, several dens to which
negroes werg laveigled by Pincl's *ropers,” and
there flacced of wlutever small change they
migkt be possessed of. Trae, hia wianivgs were
small eompured with what they have been since
be Secame a politiclan of low degree, but his
etyls of living was notso extravagent lhea as.
n

At tho timo Pinchback ret up as 8 * gay gam-
bolier,” the law was very etrict in regard ts the
landing of negroes from steatnboats, whether
elavo or free. They wers not peralited to re-
mala on skore except under cortala restrictions,
Tnless they cume wih their masters Notwlthe
standlog the vigilance of the police, free ne-
groes would frequently sasceed In gettlvg
eehore. Tuis they wonfd sometimes do by gei-
tiog eome ong who came on the bout with them
10 pias them off as 1heir attendants. It net
uafrequently happened that *tancy plecesidf
the colored persuasion were smuggley sehore
by interested parties. I¢ Ls charged that Pinen-

 Lack was at one time employed vy toe chiet of
 police us & epecisl detecuve or spy to hunt up
tho Degroes who were In the ciiy In violation
of 1w, particularly tbis latter class,
purpose uf levying black mall upon the;
those who were §nterested In thelr remaining.
As the lndfvidual who waa then chiet of police
is set in the city, the trutk or falsity of the
chirge conld easy be proved by placing him
nuder out

Sometimes eusplclon of foul play on the part
of Pinch led to resivun altercations between
hlm end his victims. These were not of snch
8 serions characler a4 to make theintorference a
neceaity, bat 1o canse ch to ba regarded as
a dangerons und suspiclous character. But for
eome canes or Other be never came to grief, uu-
til afier Genernl Butler's advent fato this clty.
Soon afier his occapation he abolished the
municlpal courts, and in thelr stead eetablished
& provisions] cr provot court. Before this
tribural Plach was arralgnedon 8 charge of
larceny, preferred by one of bia relations. He
was tried, fonnd guilly, and sentenced to the

¥ for 1o §y th in
1hl8 city being then used as & anm'imun,
owiay 1o the expoesd position of that Inathtatlon
at Baton Rouge. He was afterwards pardoned
ouat, but whether by Bauer or Backs, or for

what reason, is not now rememberec. .
For a time after this anpleasant epleode, Pinch
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baving been more Jiteral and kindly disposed
towurds the old white population, than were
the white carpet-bacgers aud the scalawags.
‘This, howerer, i8 attributed to the fact that at
that time Plock wa3ln doubt s to which was
the dominast race In this Btate. Hia sabse-
quent course affords good ground for tbe sn3-
picion tbat ke was not actuited by honest mo-
tives while a member of the constitutional con-

vention.
At the clection hsl‘ﬂ to accept or reject the
or k-and i

aud oflicers of State by it grovldeﬂ for, Pinch-
back was a candidate for State eenator. That
election was held uoder the ruperticion” of
ibe oflicer in commnand of this department.
To him the returns were made. Theee *re-
tnrns ehowed that Pinch was not elected, Bat
the nesrocs, catper-biggers and scalawags
being in the majority, he was seated without
any regard to the result of the election. Atthat
time Pineh was hard wp, and of this factitis
said William Pitt Kellogs took advantave, and
proposed 10 ld bk pecuntarily by having his
name put oa the “poct-roll” of the custom-
house, and have him seated as senator, if he
would pledge bimself 1v not only vote for bim
(Kellogy) tor Duited States eenator, but use
Lis ifluence in hia lehalf, Pinch, it i esld,
accepted the propocition, and thus tecame &
Statc eepator. Al that time Kellogg was col-
lector of this Yon and wiclded an lwmente in-
Ruence in the legislatare by reason of the fact
that a considerable number of the wembers
were on the *post-roll.”

When Lientenaot-Goveroor Oecar Dann died,
IL. C. Warmoth, who was then goiernor, con-
ccived the idea of strengthening bis waning
power by baving Pinch elected 10 fill the var
cancy. This be felt aseored would lnsure to
him & large proporiion of the negro voie lu the
ensulux conteet. To carry out this derign, b |
£carcely waited until the vody of the deceastd
lieutenant-governor was cold u his grave ere
be isened his proclumation conveniog the rene
ate in extra session for the purpose of filling
the vacaucy caured by his deatn. Both Con-
eervatlve aad Bepnblicsn sepators protested
against the extra sesslon—1first because it would
be itlegal, sud, second, because it was unneces-
sary, Joasmnch as the general. assembly would
meet in less thana mouth therealter. But all
to no purpose. There were caough eenators
who owed their oflicial existence 1o Warmoth
10 enable him to carry ont his delgn.

At the regular session Piuch would Lave been
oasted, had Warmoth bribed one of the custom
house Republican sevators.  But he afterwards
beat iw out of the bribe, by surreptitiously ab-
etracting it from a tin Lox™ in which it was
placed, notwithétanding ruld box was deposited
in a bank, with the undersundiug that it was
only to be_dellvered to the parties depositicgz
the eame. Not ouly this, but to snstain blm-
self, Piuch bad to vote twice, first as Senator
and theu aa President of the Scnate, to prevent
atie It wasthus that Pioch became President
of the Benate and ex-otlicio Lieutenant:Gover-
por. Afterwards be adkered to the forthaes of
Warmoth until he went off on the Liberal Re-
publican tungent. Pluch would conbllese have
adhered to Warmoth to the bitter end, had he
not become couvineed that he was not coneid-
ered Ly the Conecrvative elerment with which
it go-called Liveral Republicans sought au al-
lianee of sufficient kwporisnce 1o place himon
the State ticket. d:lll ihat time Le had kept
uptbe eplit In ite Republicsu party, which
grew out of the contest jn 1871 between the
castom-house cflicials sod the Warmoth fac-
ion for the control of the Stale executive com-
mittee. Bat when he becams cunvinced that
inere was nelther place nor touey 1o be had by
gofuy luto the fusion of pariles, be sold out Lis

or & on'the Rep
ticXet as candidate for Congress for the Siate ot
large.

When it was ascertained that the Kellogg
ticket was defeated, and that the enly Lope ot
retaining control of the political atiairs of the
Siate In the bands of the carpet-Laggers wes to
iovoke the unwairranted inwrierensc of Judge
Darelt, of the United Siates Diecrict Court,
Piach agreed, for a valaable cousideration, 10
play the 1ole of Governor as sovn as the bogus
legislatare, creat order ot a federal
judge, could trump articies of . impeachment
Sruiuet Warmoth. The result is well kuown.
When Pinch became governor by Lhis mesne,
aad was protecied 1nthe exercise of Lis usurped
authority by federal bayoneis, beyund whas he
had been eugaged 10 do, and used the power
and jofluence his position gave hiw to recure
his own election to tue Senate of the United
Suates. Tois was more 1ban the custow-house
factton bargalned for, but they could not Lelp
thewmeelvis without vpeetting tee whole usurpa-
tion. Itis doubtless uwlng 10 Lhis fuce thut the
cnstom-house otficials bave tsken 5o litile fu-
terest in Pinch s contest for a seat {u the Sen-
ate. It I3 very generally bellcved that & ma-
jortty of the white Republicans of tue State
would be pleased 1o sce Pinch rejected, it 1t
couid be done withont endangerlug Lo Kellogy
wsw

Sucn is 8 brief sketeh of the origin, antece-
dents, and status of Percy Benmnsuelbx Pinch-
back, the gay and fesiive malalto who'mepires
1o represent lhe once proud State of Loutsians
in the Benate, and who is Hkely to be sea ed a8
sach, becaure it ls peceteary to the maintain-
snce of the n=urpation thut the Presisent res
cognized as the de facto goverument of Lhls
State, Bat brict a3 1t I (¢ 1s sullicicnt 2o eliow
that Pinch is neither moratly nor Intwllecteally
qualified for the position into which Scaatur
Morton {s attewptiog to folst hioy, eclely with
8 View to ecreen tbe President from the just
coademuation wud censureof Cobgress fOF Luy-
tog usarped the right of declaring wko ehould
be guversor, aud who should coreltute the
Legislaiare of the State of Loulsiuna. If thls
cax be duce inone State, what is to prevent
tho same course befog adopted towards osher
States, when the majority o1 the voters declise
to ewear in the Janzuage of the powero that be.
It will be estblishing » dangerous precedent to
permit the President’s unauthorized, uawatranis
ed regardto Louisiana tv go aucon-
deawed or uncensured. Ii will be prepariog
the way for the epecdy asamption of the whols
powers of government by one wan. The fute
of Loulcluua £,r many Fears to cowe depends
upon the acuon of the Sevate In rejecling or
admitting Pinchback to u seat ba that vuay, It
he Is adwitied 14 viriually fastess upou this
Htate the moet uoscropulously corrapt eet of
men that ever elainied 0 act fn ao oriclal ca-
pacity. It will folet Tpon the peopls of Lonlat-
ans B government $0 corrupt us (o slnk Into
insignifcance that of Warmotd, which waz in-
famous. SCEXT,




