B doalh of I. I, &, Pinch-
t{ew days ago 1L {8 thought
Kb the last of tho negro
s of Lthe Joulslann Consti-
ail. Convention of 1879 has
awvay. The accompanying
[ by Mr. Hart glvex an in-
reviow of political caonili-
8 4s thoy exisiod during Lhe
& when Pinchback was a
B: in politics and for a time
o8's acving governor,
BY W. 0. HART
death of Percy Bysshe Shelley
(or Pinckney Benton Stew-
hback, ns ho was sometinos
Lt the age of 84 years, ‘which
In Washington December 21,
ased 8 unlque figure In the
of Loulslana and probably
dog negro politiclan in tho

fuck was a natlve of Macon,
bis father was sald to have
lorelénor. who had his son
in Cincinnat! but whevo ho
h wrious name or when ho
New Orleans, 1 have naver
@kfore tho war he was stoward
al. stoward on Misslesippi
mboats and m{ distinguished
iy late James Maclison Dare,
oars was the nestor of
engineers In New Orleans,
thal he know Plnchback well
i trequently  been on boats

2
Rk tirsl appeared hefore the
fjluring_ the administration of
N. P. Banks as milllary
dr In New Orlenns durlng
Yelween the stutes, when he
ulling offic:r for and after-
Raptain of what Kknown
“Corps (A'Afrique,”” being a
pumand organized by Ucneral

he was a customs Inspector
then elected - o member of
tiutional Conventlon of 1868,
Novemb.pr 23, A8G7. In Lhis
n he was kuo\yn a8 Caplamn
and In connkction | thiere-
usor Ficklen describes him
aalor of no tmean ability,"”

;ienml duy of tho session,
Wiekiltfo otfered tho follow-
kable resolution: !
ved, That all subordinate
ind employes of thls ¢on-

L shall bo drawn  equally
gakih races.”
k favored this resolution
s laid on the tablo by n

140 88, the voto of the negro
on the subject belng about
divided, The Journul ot Lhe
b shows thiat i'Inchnack way
the most active nombers
hardly a day passed when
ol pres.nt An ordinance or
MY N, Wus Maue coalp
e committea on m!litla, .
alh of Plnchback leaves the
ving member of this con-
Hiram R. Steele, now prac.
In New Yorx, who wus
altornoy goneral, uttorney
ge. of Lhe Supeorlor Crims
gl of Now Orleans, district
or the Concordia  district
smber also of tho Constitu.
avention of 1879, Pinchback
ng & membor of that body,
Madlson parish,
D RADICA L. MEASURES
the radlenl legislation pro-
the convention of 1868 was
[ b Pinchback. A resolutlon
(; thise forover most of those
o in the Contederate army,
nly opposed and becuuse
Wopllon “In Articla 09 of #
B axeluding  trom  suftrage
o held office, civil or mili-
@ the.yoar or more, undor the
juta slyled ‘e Contfoderato
B! America;' thoso who rogis-
-elves as enemles of tho
[ lates; thoso who ncted ns
(R fverllin bands Quring ihe
ptn; those who, in the ad-
rekson, wrote or published
arlicles or preached sor-
N tho late robelifon; and
1% voled for and signed afi
J§ of sacession in any state,”
person ‘“‘gshall have re-
il by voluntarlly wrllInF
8 cortificate setting forth
nowledges the Inte rehel-
been morally and polit-
s 5. and that he regrols
i comfort he may have
o | he shall #lo the certl-
R0 office of the secretary
W1t shall be published In
Al journal,” hesitated
g"lll the eonstitution but
Hen 1L with, T think, all
Wembera.
X also originally opposed a
vl tights provision in tho
% using {his language:
: mmh Wtke water, must be
B fts own level, and ne
‘un effect It Any attompt
.' o0 It will bo (he denth
" people,”

% Belors the co:,ventlon ad-
’:eildomly changed his
d"-l changed for him bo-
“‘! 13 of the congtitution
BB Ve been writlen by him.
[S¥Ns shall enjoy equnl
[ Driviieges  upon any
L I of a public charncler:
AR Maces olrbusl-wss or of
b O far which o N
: h.?ﬂ“‘rod by eltker stnte,
N g, munleipat  authority,
bagtmed places of a pub-
B i A0d ahall be openod
X m!nmoduion of patrone
. Dersons, without dia-

" dlseriminailon on ac-

B, or colnr.
. "':a 1868,

.

constitution of
3 electad 1o the state
RS “:“ Osent+ 3, Dunn, who
Sl Ulenant governor with
.- Novemher 22, 1871,
,mol)\ called  an exira
'¥a thate for December 6
":‘"'!E_f {2 the office ot
nor **

EUT, GOVERNOR
\ l:?n of 1868 provided
A h B8sombly should by
o h&nw vacaneles In the
it a0 o0t governor should
“u'“ch law was passed,
el ”!U’ucllon timos laws
Ei .yrlancn. or the absence
. Momont, the Senale
Rl !',Poleellon. and by a
- xoy nchback was eloct-
Boug ot His adversary
s ﬁnllnd. A white man,
AN &Nork of (he Unlted
: h ‘"l;h There was &
~‘°..'h|\7 subject 11 1866 but
Yithy o &ffect under the
,durfomunlunn of 1868
; ldtmné the administra-
By -TA0L  Pinchback
| Posilion of racelver

AL New Orlpans hut

.0. Hart Recalls High
Spots in Pinchback’s Life

chant, 114 (old number)
street, bolween Poydras nnq Lafay.

clic_streots, as . moember of (h »
of Pinchback and Antoine, hlluu lgoitlecz
ner belng C. C. Antolne, who succeer.
ed him as lleutenant governor. This
fivr= da roferred to in the c¢nge of
Q(Tol‘%? va Hml'h.|401h Ann,, 560, In

*HCriding to Antolne's va u, ceu-

pn"tk:nst, A% follows: rlova oceu

ew years aflerwards he en-
gagod In the cotlon brokerage busi-
ness In this cliy, in partnership with
P. B S. Pinchback™ (page 566),

At somo ilme or other during his
clitleal carcer, Pinchback lved 1n
-amp streot at the corner of I7rsl
street, the lower river corner, a resl-
dence proviously occupled by Gove
ernor ‘Warmoth.

Plnehback was one of the commia-
sloners appolnted {n 1871 with J. k.
Woal, afierwnrds United States sen-
alor, and Dr. M. A, Seuthworth, to
acquirs ground for a stitte houske rnd
the commission purchinsed the prop-
erty whare Audubon Park now Is and
probably some part of the Tulane
proporty. The Audubon Park prop-
erly was subsequently so0ld to the
¢ity, the state house plan belng aban-
doned., C. C. Antolne claimed thal
a great deal of money wns made oul
of thix property salo and that his
share was Lo have hoen $40,000, which
;’Jnchhnck chealed Wm  out of, he

d.

Refora Pinchback was clected presi-
Jd'::nl. of the Scnate, all dld m?l 20
woll with the Republiean oxecutive
and logislators. CGeorge W. Carter,
avlm w;mb 5
oposed by armoath's (nfluence
1]:;?1‘3{“"“" l](872, Pt}ndh‘o. 1. Rrowster

o speaker, nchbae !
IR, nek supporting
at the Ropubllcan gonveation of Au-
gust, 1871, of which Tinchback was
madn permanonl chnlrmun.

VOTES SELF INTO OFFICE

Pinchback's title as lteutenant gov-
ernor was nol universally recognized
by the Republiean Party und so when
the Legislature met In 1872 an offort
was mado Lo deposs him, Nincloen
senstory olaimed that elghteon wus a

in

quorum, Finally one of (ho absenteas
returned and then the others, and
January 20 Il was expocled (here

would ba a majority aguinst Plnch-
back, but one senalor changed his
vote, making
voling for himself, hroko the tlg and

was declared legally elected at the
extrn scsslon.
Later in the same year Warmoth

trlod to Induce Pinchback te support
the libera! Republiean mnvomon{‘pbul.
wlthout success and though the stalo
convention endorseqd In glowing terms
holh Warmoth and Pinchback, they
woro rapldly getiing further apari,
and whon tho Pinchback factlon of-
fored to support armoith for ro-
olection as governor, he declinad (o
conslder the offer, supported Greeloy
for presldent, and jeined the Demo-
cratic and ITusion movement In fa-
vor of John Meknerv for revernor.
The regular Ropublican tlckot that
year nomlinated W, P, Kellogg for
governor and Pinchback for congross-
man-at-large, Soon after tho oleﬁmn.
November = 21, Governor Warmoth
cnlled Lho Leogislature In extra as-
slon for December 0, but belween
theso dnles the fumous midnight or-
der of Judge 1. M. Durell of the
Unlted States Distriet Court was is-
sued, enjoining certain Domocrats who
had boon elected to the Genernl As.

uemblg. but wlho had been counted
out by the rolturning board from
mooling; tho holdover Republican

senators and the sonalors and mem-
bors of the House doclared clocted by
the returning board, Look possesslon
of the atinte house and organized Lhe
{wo bodles, Charlos W. Lowgll ot
Jefferson parish bLeing elected sponk-
er of tho House. Pinchback preslded
over tho Senate.

Iidward Booth and Albert Voohries,
two Domoecrats, appenred on the sec-
ond day, probably for tho purpose of
observing whal .was. golng on, though
thoy were unseatod later, Lwo negroos,
C. I*, Glaudin and IEmlle Dctioge, be-
Ing glven their seats.

Almost immediately after the meet-
ing of the House, a resolution was
adopted by a vote of 67-16, Impeach-
ing Govornor Warmoth, and Decem-
ber 10, Pinchback sent a communica.
tlon to both houses stating that ho
hnd assumed the office of governor,
This communication I8 a splondidly
writton and forcible paper, and was
sald to have been prepared by Henry
D. Dibble. then judge of the ighth
District Court, and aflerwards assis-

Carondelet

der Lhose circumstances the of-
flca of governor would have be-
come vacanl by the cxpiration of
the time tor which P. . 8, Pinch-
back had bean clected n senator?
We think not,

“He ,_was lleutennnt-governor
when Gavernor Warmotlh was Im-
peached by Lthe House of Iepre-
sentatlves, During his  lmpeach-
ment the governor was suspended,
and the ‘powers and dulies of tha

office  devolved upon the lleu-
tonant-governor.! Constitutlon of
Loulsiana, articlo 63."

Morgan was upheld and the decision
nf Lthe Supreme Court of Loulsiann
was afirmed by the Supreme Court
of the Unlied States, ninety-second
United States 480, Lhe oplnion being
dellvered hy Chlot Justice Waito.

Warmoth "was trled under the artl-
cloev of Impeachment by Lhe Senate,
beginning December 9, 1872,  with
Chiet Justica Ludeling of the Supreme
Courl preslding.  After savernl ad-
Journmonts, January 27, 1873, by o
vote of 156 to d, Lhe proceedings- were
dismlissed by virtue of an opinlon of
the chler justice, that the expiration
of the Lerm of Governor \Warmoth In
eftect terminated the prosecutlon and
this opinton was_ adopted ns the
judgment of tho Court of lmpeach-

ment,
SHERIDAN CONTEST BELFECTION
Tho roturned election of Plnchback
ns congressman-at-large was coniest-
ed hy Coneral George H. 8heridan,
the Democrat and Liberal Republican
candldato and the contest lastad for
two years, being finunllv delermined
March 3, 1876, the last day of Lhe
torm whon Sherldan was seated.
During the contest, Shoridan and
Pinchback were hoth accorded an op-
portunity Lo he heard on the floor
of the Flouse, n most unusual proceed-
ing nand, ny far as [ have been ad-
vised, withoul na precadent.  In the
meantime, early in January, 1873,
Pinchbiek way elected senator with

clected spealar in 1870, wasi

in this fight, It beginning ' A0

n tla and Piachback,.

only nine opposing votes and then be-
gan the longest contest in Lhe history
of Congress. January 21, 1873, his
credentinls were presented to tha Son-
for Lha xlx year term beginning
, March 4, 1873, and not until March
| 8, 1876, more than three years aftor-
wards, was a final vote takon. A res-
olution offered by Senator Oliver P.
Morton of 1Indiana: *“That Pinch.
back he admitied as a senatlor from
tha &iale of l.oulsiann for Lhe term
of aix yeurs heginning on March 4.
1873." was amended by ingerting (he
word “not" before the word “ndmit-
ted,” and the resolution as amended
was rndopted by n vote of 32 Lo 20, Alt
the minarity voles wore by Repubil-
cans and among Lhe majority voles
wero tho (ollowing __ Rapubllenns:
Christiancy, Mlchigan: Edmunds, Ver.
mont; orrill, nine; Morrill, Ver.
moni, and Paddock, Nobraskna. |

Pinchback also presenled credentinls
{n the Senate January 22, 1875, clnim-
ing to have been agaln electad by the
Logisinture of Loulslana Lo tha Sen.
ale but nothing xcems to have becn
done wilh Lhese credentials and they
wero_ withdrawn by Pinchback after
tha Nicholls government was recog-
nized in 1877,

In 1876 tho Democrats having p ma-
Jorily of the Stinle House of ){olpro-
sentatives, induced {hree Repubilean
senators, Alexander, Blackburn and
Greene, to Joln with the nine Demo.
eratic senators and organize a joint
sension of the Leglsiature to clect a
Uniled Stales senalor on the theory
thal as tha Senate had refused Lo ad-
mit Pinchback, there was a vacancy,
and January 12, 1876, James B, Fus.
tis was elected sanalor and his cred-
entlnls were presented to the Senalc
January 18, 1876; ho wns finally ad-
mitted Decomber 10, 1877,

The Pinchback conlost, unlil the
soating of Tustis, occuples elghty-four
printed pages of Lha Senate eolection
casns and in Lhis report all debate Is
omitted and the debate muat have oc-
cupled hundreds of pages of the Con-
prossions]l Record.  Pinchback was
nllowed for Lhe expenses of his con-
test *n sum equal te Lhe compensa-
tlon and milenga nf a senator from
the beginning of the term for which
he was a contestant un Lo the period
of the determination of the contest hy
the Senatle,” which gnve him in the
nelghborhood of $20,000. The resolu-
tion _was adoptod hf’ a vole of 27 to
11, July 6, 31876, ril the affirmative
votos belng Republican and all the
negnlive votes Democrals.

END OF RECONSTRUCTION

In thn great contest of 1877 between
Nicheollx and Packard, Pinchback es-
oused thes Nicholls enusa and (L was
argely through his efforls that the
commission appointed by Preaidont
Hayes Lo Investigate the situallon ac-
complished that which they had sel
oul Ln anccomplish, If at all feasible.
nne Legislature with a majorilty in
hoth hovses, of membors conceded Lo
be olectod by hoth sides, and this oc-
surred aboul April 18. when Lhe com-
mission reported Lo President Hayes
thet the Nicholls Legislature had
elghly-seven relurning  hoard mem-
bers, more Lthan a guorum of both

tant attorney seneral., When the Sen-
alo rocelved nows of the Impoachment
it tmmediately anounced the offico of
Heutenant governor vacant and A,
B. Harrls, of Concordin parish, was
elected president of the Senate and
acting H‘aul.ennnl. governor, the jour-
nal roferring to ithe matter In these
words:
“The lleulenant-govornor, P, B. 8.
Pinchback, then vacated the chalr, to
assume .Ltho functions of governor,
and A. B, Harrls took Lhe chalr with
ropriato cercmony.
o n?;ll)q‘.R'\’/l‘Js A8 GOVERNOR
Pinchback wm: x-ecognllzo(i by vr’rre‘;l-
dent Grant and served as govornor
from December 6, 1872, 1o January
18, 1873, and_the acis of the Legis-
lature passed at thls extra sersion,
ten in number, bear his approval as
the lleutonant-governor and acting
governor of Louisfana, and wlill be
found bound with tbe ncts of 1873,
pages 87 Lo 60.
Pinchback's tltle was oxpressly rec-
ognized Uy Lhe Suprome Court ot
Touisiana in the case of Morgan vs
Kennard, Twenty-Fifth Annual Re-
porls, pRgo 238, whare thero was a
contest betweon Johnd . Kennard
holding a commission from Warmoth
and P, H. Morgan holding a commis-
slon trom Plnchback for justice of
the Supreme Court and herc is what
the court said: | )

" olntment was made by
P ’Trzh?ﬁ.nlgrnohbnck. who slgns the
oc'm'uhluslon as acting governor of
tho state of T.ouisiana, Wn,u he
acting governor ot the Alate? We
have no doubt of the facl, Ha wns
nlected president of Lho Sonate In
Decomber, 1871, after the death of
TAsutonant Covernor Dunn. As
guch ho became ileutenant gover-
nor during the unexpired term ot
Oscar J. 1§unn. Section 1560 of the
Digest of the Statutes of this slate
providea Lhat ‘in case of the va.
cancy in the offlco of govornor,
the leutenant-governor shall be

overnot, Lhe Sonntu shall clect &
grnaldenl. who shall bo lleutenant-
gavernor.' Page 142,

“The law does not say during
his senatorial term, but that he
+ ghall be llcutenanl-governor. It
the governor had dled or resignad
the day after, the lloutenant-gov-

Wy

b o2ointment, s namo
o dlrectortes of 1870,
_commission mor-

1d have hecome gover-
ﬁ%‘l?”c&‘i.'":'; be protended Lhat un-

am

houses, and therefore advised Lhe
president that It was proper to with-
Araw the federal lroops which up to
that time had been the only support
that Packard had. On April 24, the
troops were withdrawn and on that
day “reconstruction In Loulslana at
lnst was al an end.”

Pinechback was appolnted by Gover-
nor Jcholls member of the Sinte
J3onrd of Ilducation., One of his
brothers-in-law was appolnted slate
tax collector and anolher assossor.
but Pinchback's career in the stale,
exeept that he was n momber of Lhe
Constitutlonal Conventlon. of 1878,
sonn came to nn end,

He was natlonal Republican com-
mitteeman from 1888 (o 1887: was ng-
pointed by President Harrcison in 1839
surveyor of Lho port of New Orleans
and later was connected with the of-
fico of the collector of internal vev-
onuo (n New York. 1Mo was a dele-
gate 1o several national conventions:
was u fluent speaker and a trained
partiamentarian. He received a law
degrao from Siraight University but
never practiced and Y do nol think
had been In New Orleans for many

ears. .
Y Tt 18 Interesting to nate ut this time
that Plerre Landry, another lendins
nagro politician who had also passed
the cightieth yenr, died Thursday.
Landry was a member of the Stale
Senntn for severa] terms and I tho
Constitutional Conventlon of 1879 he
was the Republican candldate for
prestdent, receiving Lwanty-seven
voles to 194 for L. A, Willz, Most
af the RepublicRn members of t{he
sonventlon of 1879 were negroes and
with_ the death of Pinchback and
l.andry, probably the Jast of them
nave passed away., The only other
sne that 1 recall who may bo allve
8 T. T. Allain of Therville, who, wheh
last heard of, was living in Chicago.
R




