LOST LOVISIANA,

Gov. Leslie’s Message Recommending
the Legislature to Protest Agninst the
Recent Federal Usurpations—A Manly
Grappling with the Great Constitus
tional Quecstions at Issue~The Firsc
Earnest Appeal,

The following is the full toxtof the
message laid before both Honses of the

‘Kentucky Legislature on the 1st by

Gov, Leslie, concerning the present con-
dition of aflairs in the State of Lou-
isiana: ‘
STATE OF KEXTUCKY, EXECUTIVE DEPARTAENT,
YFrankfort, March 27, 1878, i
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of
Hepreseniatives—1 herewith respectfal-
1y lay before you a communication from
bis Excellency Jobn MecEnery, Governor
of Louisians, inclosing an address to
the yeople of that State and of the
Uniop, issued by authority of a_joint
:esqlufsiou of the General Assemb'ly of
Louimana, and invite your serious ¢on-
sxdemtt'.;lson of the allegations which it
pregents. :
The bitter strife whick charactorized
the contest which succeeded the late
Gubernatorial election in Louisiana, and
the calamities which ensued, bave for
months painfully occupied the attentibn.
of the wholg country, and need no
eital here, The domestic troubles of onr
sister State may excite interest and sym-
pathy in us, but they are beyond the
pale ot our censure or advice, What-
everiof alleged wrong and frand may
havel attended this strife of partics, 16
is not for us 1o ivyuire into. guch evils
a Btate, which is of right sovereign
independent, must desl with for itself.
But the struggle in which Louisiana ap-
peals to us nuw is no mere contlict of in-
testine faction; her agony is a political
orisie of the nation—the constitutional
hhert.¥, the independence of every
State 18 involved in the issue, To-day &
species of proconsular government has
superseded the elect of the eo%lo jn.
that State—a government creg the
interlocutory decree of & United States
District Judge, and which would not
live a day but for the support of Federal
authority meintained by Federal bayo-

nets, A Federal District Judgo unsurp-

ing authority in matterspurely political,
over which be had not the leaay jurisdie-'
tion, has preguwed upon the allegations
of a bill in chancery to restrain and set
aside the legally appointed board of re- -
turning officers for the State of Lonisi-
apa, and recognize others without an-
fih(mt{ of law in their stead, and to set
aside 1n like mavner the legally-elested
Governor and other State officers and
members of the General Assembly,
recogpizing in their li)la.ce defeated can-
didates whom the illegal board had de-
clared elected upon the (Pretended evi-
ence of fraudulent and fictitious re-

TI8, )
He furthermore oenjoined and, re-
strained the proprietors of the New Or-
leang Republican, the oflicial journal of
the State of Louisiana, from publishing
any oflicial potice or statement of the
canvags of votes emanating from the
lawful Governor of the State or the
board of returning officers, To com-.
lete his work of usurpation this satrap
fudge issned from his private residence
an order—not the mandate of a judge in
court—but a vice royal decree, of which
the Commiftee of the United States
Senate on Privileges and Elections, says
“ out of court, at hishouse, late atnight,
December 5, without application by any
party, be made the following order,
which is_witnout varallel, and it is
],:olaeid w};ll remain soin judicial pro-
deedings,
By tg?s order he commanded the mar-
g?al. with » detichment ofi . I{ederg}
q0P8, acting A8 posse comitatus,
geize upon tbg building used as a State-
House, with instructions to exclnde the
legislators elected by the people and
admit only those persons whose names
were on the liste furnished bs the pre-
tended BSecretary of State. Of these a -
General Assembly was organized, who
immediately proceeded to impeach and
suspend fromn oflice the lawful Governor
of the State, installing their partisan,
tbe Lientenant-Governor, in his place.
Of the order which authorized thege ex-
traordinary proceedings the report of
the committee of the United States Sen-
ate says: *'ltis impossible to_coneeive
of a more irregular, illegal and in every
way inexcusable act on tho ‘part of a
judge; conceding the power of the court
to malee such an order, the judgo out of

_court had_no more authority to make

it than bhad the mawshal, It has
pot even the form of judicial process.
It was not sealed, nor was it signed’ by
the clerk, and had no more legal offect:
than an orderissued by any private citi-
zen”  And in reference to a bill in
equity, under which writs of mfuncman
were granted, restraining the lawtally
elected memoers and ofiicers of the. -
Legisiature from assisting in the organi~
zation of the General Assembly, the re-
port ef said committee declares: *In-
deed it is impossible not to see that this
bill was filed, and the restraining order
thereon was 1ssued for the sole purpose
of accomplishing what no Federal court
hag the jurisdiction to do—the organiza-
tion of & State Legislature. And your
comwittee cannot refrain from express-
ing their astonishment tbat any judge
of the United States should thus nnwar- .
rantably have interfered with a Ntate
government, and know no language. too
strong to express their condemnation.of
such & proceeding” Unfortunately for
the cause of constitutional liberty,
ublic peace and justice, the Federa)
Execnﬂve, under a mistaken sense of -
duty, instead of rebuking this presump- .-
taous order. of a district judge, deter-
mined to enforce it, and the usurping
Government 18 sustained to-day under
bis authority by the military power of
the United States. The most reprehen-
sible and ominous feature, perhans, of
the whole transaction is found in
fact that the unlawiul and unconconsti~
tutjonal acts of both the- district judge
and the Federal Executive are soug!
be justified, not on the ground of rlélheli-
£

[

but of expediency, The districtju

{or instance, admits the validity of the

lawfully appointed .returning board,.
Lut su erseges it for fear its recognition

might be productive of evil, TheIPreal-
dent must have been, ere this, fully con-
vinced that the Government which was.
created and js still maintained in Louis-
iana, by the authority and military
power of the United States is not im
anywise the lawfully elected Govern--
ment of that State, and yet he continues
to vecognize and suipporﬁ Jt as the
de faclo Government, forgetting that it

ig such'only by the intervention of his

anthority and the army of the United
States, for all concede that bus for the

illegal interfercnce of the United States

autﬁorities, o1vil and military, tho law-

fully clected Government would have

been peacefully inaugurated as the

(ioveynment both de facto and de jure,
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and ae guch snbmilted to by the people.
Upon.what plea can any authority be
3ustified in taking advan .a.?e of its own
‘wrong or derive & legul right from its
own violation of 1awi The proposition
which clajms 2 right in such a case trﬂJ
recognize a de fuclv Government, W o
fairly iutorproted amounts {)lmnly a0d
simp¥y to this: Thas a President r £hhe
United States may, in the intor ooty of
party, if so inclined, throngh the Jagenc
wf the Federal court, supporte 4 SEGTey
erul troops dircebly or indir ol y )
out the Government olo o a.'{g ergin
voople, and installing the g‘lg o
didates of his party,re ., cfeased can-
detlaneoofconstitutior mm eGolE
ernmentdefacio,@enc 4 W s a8 a Gov:
all .recusants a8 soncing ant treatin

he Cor _ rekels, Ior suo
g%onfom the ¥ ,#firossional logislation

d Atoepth amendment to
the constitntic , will always faraish in
the Bouthen .?t tes abundant ocoasion
an l{m oxt ' "o not impute to the
Presit oub_anh winister purpose in tho
pmiel-\ i steince, uud yeb, by whatover
wobve' smermay have Loon astusted, tho
B8t ~omp 'regult; hus sbtenfod his pol-
i‘7?; and *to-day uunbappy Louisiana ie

mo’ 0 -aiprocomanlar province than a sev-
er gign gnd mdegiendent Rtate of our
¥.oderol ‘Uttion, "Hy the -Intervention of
-Pederat authority, undér the protext ef
sontoroing the iféoernth ‘gmendment, the
Agoverament$ of her ohoice has boow set
= -aside andvihe canditdetes of a defonted
i;olm al.party wmuxoe.bo Lear rule ever
her. ‘We lontn, thirdfere, without smr-
prioe, thit within her'boraers * busimess
imparalyzod, cotnameres frightened away,
trade stopped, evodit destroyed, -colli-
dence Ist, and, witlin, taxoes eroased.”
No ploa wan .wxouse sush an out-
rage vapon tle -wonstitational rights
wf a Btate, Thegoasrol of her own elcc-
tions, untramesled by any interforeuce
fromwithout, is essential to self-wov-
ernmen.t, and 18 "gaaranteed to her b
the edlern] ovustivution and taws. It is
frue tlaat, by the act of Corgress Ma.*y
41, 1870, candidakey for certain vilices, it
dedonted by = disninl of the cight of anf-
e 10 binck 1man, and the sole
quosfion of it ‘to swch officesarises out
olwuch deniul, way bring tho case Le-
fore a oinonit' or district couvt of the
Usited States, “wivoh shall have couemr~
renily with the. Ssute courta jurisdiotion
theyeof . “s0 Jar as to 'dotermine the
nights of the “prirties to enoh office by
reason of thev leninl of thoright guarau-
oed by tho ¥5hh articlecf smendanent
the cone risution of the  United
Btates.” Thi 3 lnw was enncted simplyto
socure .to th o colored man his right-of
sufirage, and.. from its ‘opsration candi-
datos ‘for 8¢ wats in & Btate Logislature
are speciuil-y gxcepted., But such Pro-
vigion ‘0¥ ' jaw, while it may serve
a8 8 pv clext, ocam mot bhe plend
to antho rjzo. each a Subsrorsion
of . Bfate (Goverument s we are
considexiv, g, - Could it ‘be sc wsed,
self-gover mmentiuthe Statos would be
ot anead .- If, as is ‘conceded, the sat-
ting ullN + the usurping government in
Louisinr.. y5 was & wrong, 16 i8 & _-wrong
still, an 4 gvery dw~otg its continuamoe
is an ag ' gravated wrong, That the Gov-
ornor 4+ ynd Legislature who have been
thus'w - rongtully supersoded should stil
assert - their ciaims ‘to offices to which
they . ‘helieve.'they have been fairly
sleckt -3 by the .people, and ﬁrmli Rmin:
$ain b {)yeir proteit xaﬁninsh the Federa!
inter fyrence which ‘hus forbidden them
the €. x.oreiso of their rights,18 & duby b
their ¢ :-State and to-she causeof republi
©an | | jherty which 'they carnot honor-
81)5 7. avoid, and in the discharge of
wii ¢ kT feel they are entitled: to our
Javy z¢ ot _eywpathy oand woral -eup-
Poi %, Benidos, their ocauwse is our
81 16 3" for - - danger 8 _our
u ger, _Uhe  bittor eup awhich
v o) 7 drink to-d4y sy be soon'cowm-
v gt ydod to-our owi tips, Tor the Prosi-
401 ¢ of the United States, in luis last
aal aupl essuge, has declared, in full
Vvie rw gf dhis case, that ‘‘no exeettive
Q0 awrol isexercised in nnér one ‘of the
#50 uthern Statesthat would not'bo _ex-
wer oised fu any of ‘the States:uuder like
< reapnteness” ‘Weo muasprecolivet that
1 16 prenent sbates of Louisiany is:quite
4 Miorent from that of the secading
& lagen sitor the late civil war. The
o ben swbraordinary and unsonstiintional
1 acasures adopted.in the reconstruotion
© f those—wonsures acknowledged ro be
4 bove .and "beside the oonstitution—
3 vepg, with soms plausibulity, justiied
1)y thoir-advoontes on the .grounds that
] »emﬂwoaae. from -the very nature of
1 the Fudored compaot, net orovided for
ian vhe -comstitution, the victors had
‘tihe  rieht to dictate terms -to tho
_rranquished —and maoh  exoepftonal
legisiation wes exoused by tho
cjoaxim  4kat ‘‘the .publie safesy is
ihe highest law,” In faoct, the.unsuc-
essfal socossion - by the Southern Etates
wrought .a .political -revolution .in thoe
. emtine natisn, :tho inevitible results of
¢ vrhioh weyre of nooessity accepted. Bat
‘ t.o—da& a8 whon .this act; of \asuvpation
% wras laid uponiher, Lowsiana is.s recon-
61 ‘zuesed Buate, ully entitled to,all the
i ghte guaranteed by the cenatitrtion |
- tho sovereign and -independent
St wtes of the Federal Unlon, and-when
ﬁn y of fbose rights are inraded in
-herv they .ere potontially and wirtually
sns aded in all, To abandos her fs
‘o -+ abandon the .common .couse of
it te  wights, she preservation ef
wrhi‘gh is the only:bond which ean ,per-
paty 1ate our cherished Federal  Union.
If 1.he . great wro%g.whtoh has been
Ppesp wtrated againsl.hor siall pass.un-
oha ] lenged.and unredressed now,at may
seryt) a8 a precodent to .pendor.regist-
aned’ tosimilarencroschments more difs-
onlt in the future. The rclling stone,
whic bt o ohild’s hand may.easily.arrost
in ita 19rst career, often hocases a.resint~
lessy, e vushing avalanche that ne ob-
B! *De mads to tha (ongemss ne et
a ; e.Congress.of the
1Phted ‘Statos, there will be fonnd. in
our nat. lwnal councils atatesmen enowgh
patrioth o, just and wise of heart, to rec-
tify,the wrong wkich has Loen commit-
ted and ,xe8tore do onr sister State the
xights an d benefitaof self-governmont.

1 theralove recomanend vhat a zespect-
#ul .but sarnest. axd solomn protest.
.against th e anwarrantable sutervention
.of Federgd asuthority, in the Stefe of.
,Logiaimi , b which wour attention has
been_called, 1% prepaved and wuttered by
the; General J\ssembi% of the State of
Ketitueky, ¥ o saitable form to be iaid
~be&re the Ciongrrass of dho United Stadies,

. that our-Sengtors be.instrueted and
-our memberain tho Hougo of Repressu-
tatives be recnceted to give all proper
As‘:u] i %uph tﬁ;g tke]upgeil proposs fto

0 aisder people of Lonislanua for
& redxess ,o{ their ri[:r.vuncm. )
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