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HISTORY OF ONE OF THE FAMOUS

MISSISSIPI?I PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES,

The Presbyterians of Woodville Will Celebrate the
Eightlieth Annlversary of Their Church.

The Church Was Organized Eighty Years Ago and Has on Its
Rolls the Names of Some of the State's Most Noted Men.

, itte, Miss, Aprll &6—Tha
,?.g;‘:xrlnn Church at Woodvllle
rm shortly celebrata the cightleth
M versary of Its organlzutien and
" ndation. ‘The church was among
‘:: first of that denomination organ-
1sed In Misslsgippl, and on {ts mem.
pership rolls are the names of some
of the most famous men In the

s‘;‘:; ecoming celebration will be a
reat event AMONE tha Presbyterians
of this section, and many visitors
rom this and adjoining States will
participste in the ceremonles.

As the event will be of historlc in-
terest, the Pleayune prints helow a
history of the church, whlch was
written by one of the membars of
the congregation, the data belng ob-
talped from the officlal church rec-
ords and from records kept by the
tamilles connected with the congre-
gation:

THE WOODVILLE PRESBYTERIAN

. CHURCIT

whe Presbyterian Church In Wood-
ville Wilkingon County, Mliss, way
tormally organized in 1827, In the
paptist Church, by Rev. J. L. Mont-
gomery and Brother Renjamin Chase,
with fifteen members, to-wlit: 1w,
pavid Holt, Mrs, Holt, Charles Me-

wern

they
free-
thryn

in the courthouse. where they
llable to many Interrvuptions,
werg induced to undertake the
tion of a church ediflee, even in
times of general perplexity.  The
bullding 18 with brick, and wlil be
a neat and commodious one, sttuatel
upon the margin of the plain, with
a basement story, affording ample
space for school and gession roomns.
Cost estlmated at about $16,000, al-
ready up and covered in, ‘When
completed no doubts ava entertalned
of thelr belng able to sustain a pus-
tor, ‘They have rvecelved an appro-
priatlon of $400." . .

The “Plain” in the *“times of gen-
rral perplexity” is now tne public
scuare, In the eenter of which-stands
thoe maugnificent new county court
honse,

DBut, alas' the historie old church
I~ not standing now. Lrotracted
rains having softened the brick and
mertar, and the foundation cr
tling, 1t fell Saturday, Feb, 21, 1801,
a complote wreek, Immedlitely acter
M. Stockett, R, M. Mclehee, Henry
Haublg and George J. Adams were
appointed n  bullding comniittee,
latter 1. | Ventress was pdded o
the Committee. They soon secured
the necessury fumds, and hag erected

be made of Major James L. Trast,
cre of the founders of the Church.
He was o native of Drunfield, Mass.,
ang came w Wllkizson County in
IN£3, wheeo ne resided at the time
of ils death, August 25, 1853, in the
seventy-fourth »ear of hls age.

Major ‘I'rust was a large and suc-
cessful cotton nlanter, as well as a
zealous amd c¢onsclentious Presby-
terlan, His aets of charity were many,
and he gave freely and willlngly of
s abundant means to the support
of the Church, and was, perhaps,
1ty most Hberal contributor, especial-
Iy to the fund for the erectlon of
the old brick church.

Thus these true and Lried servants
of the Lord have fuught the good
flght and have reecefved Lheir crowns
of righteousness, But they left thelr
impres and their  influence 18
still telt, ‘The church they formed and
establshed In the ploncer days of
Mississippl still llves, and s true to
the  falth  onee  delivered to  the
salnls, The Church during all thesa
venrs has bheen served by godly men,
botli In the pastorate and cldership
aml also In the deaconatre.

Bro. R. L. Stanton, D.I,, subse-
quently  President of old Oakland
College, succeeded Mr, Law in April,
1841, and continued pastor untis
1844, when Rev, Horace Beech sup-
plied the church for some time. In
1848 Rev. Charles Beech hecame pas-
tor. “'ha chureh under his pastorate
was lu a flourishing condition,  Dur-
ing it Horatio N, Smith, Dr. Barlow
Baldwin, Johu I, Dameron and I, H.
Stanwood were elected and ordained
Ruling Klders, Mr. Beech resigned in
May, 1837, and In November of (he
same year LRev. R, B, Willlamson
was invited to supply the chureh,
whivh he did for about one year.

Tho church was then vacant until
March., 1839, when Rev. A, M. Hollo-
wiy beeamoe the regular pastor. The
sound of e and drum, the rattle of
musketry and the roar of cannon
wits not to his lking. $So he left the
vhureh §n 1861 and went bavk North,
aml has not been heard {rom since.
The preshytery sent a commlittee to
Woodvile to investigate the matter.
The Committee dechired the pulplt
vaeant and preached a sermon of
vonsure to the  absconding pastor,

ELDER PETER M. STOCKETT AND HIS FAMILY.

Demott,  Mrs.
James L. Trasik., M-s. Bmily Walss,
Nrt. Anna  Ball Montgomery, Mrs.
Smith, Mrs. E. H. Dunlap, Mrs, E. B,
Rotne, Johin Scott, Mrs, Sophle Hunt,
Mrs. Ellzabeth Posey, Mlss Welah
and H. D, Kellogg, Dr, David Holt
and Charles McDermott were elzoted
and ordatned ruling elders,

The churech rocords from 1837 to
1831 have beon loat, perhaps destroyed

MeDermott,

REV.
Present Paator Prosbyterian Church,
Woodville, Mlss,

M, B. SHAW,

—

durlng the C'lvil Wur, and many of
the facts contalned In this sketcn
Were gathered from other sources,
mnly from data collected by FPotor
M, Stockett.

Mra. Holt, the widow of Klder
olt, & fuw years Lefore her death
Prepared the followlng paper on her

Meollections of the bLeglinanings of
P'.?"’“"lnnlum th Woodville,
¢ Bpiseopal Church in Woad-

::.l.;ouw“’ bullt by the Presbyterinns
ad plscopalians for their Jolnt use.
Emm tourse of u short time the
““‘:Nlinns lavgely  outnumbered
lrengl resbyterlans, amd having the
ulldl” moneyed  Interest  In tha
holg "F: the Presbytertans could not
Nrmg' meoting th it without spoeclil
Nrmizslon of the vestry. About this

‘I':‘: (1$21) the Presbyterion Chureh
oY Tegularty organlzed by Reve
N Montgomery and  Benja-

‘“;';“Uhaf,._ U was organized In the
r D.al Church with fifteen members.
trm vld Hoch and Mr, Charios M-
“m:u Were ordainod elders. ‘Unes
the ulpp'"l where they could--in
{dath 6thodlst or Bapl.st Churchies
Mareg o MIER were ‘mostly kindly
ke for their usny, In a school-

lwhlll’r In the courthouse,  Alter
In¢ e serviees were regutarly held

p °°“0E’H'thuuxu.

¢ ‘hurch and -
'5'1'33‘ Prayer meetings were held
u th“" huuges,  Mr, Montgomery
g o0 Winfater, bui  could  glve
g .:nly W purt of his time, as he
Yile, Other church at St. Francls-
The flrst regular pistor was

flourished

v,
mo:'"’ﬂmin Shaw. under whosy
Y bu:l“.__“lu church now standing

I °°°"“P"fl bullding veterred to
mo,t‘““ orick, built some time
gy 0 1340, at a cost of $15,000,
‘-m‘{m time the hiandsomest pub-

The s in the town,
arg ¢ ROt uf  the Presbyterian
“‘ﬁe" Missions In 1839 says: “The
g S2ton ot Woodville, Misa,
' 80 Inconventont to assemble

)
Muojor

the beautitul new huilding an the
old ot facing the pablic siqere,
where the cougregatinn now  wor-
ships,

Revs, J. 1. Montgomery and Heu-
Jamin Chase have long since pone
to thelr reowards, after having doene
a noble work In southwest Missls-
sippl in the early davs, Rev., Me
Shaw resignad hin pastorate in inidn,
and he and Eldep MceDermott pe-

MAJOR JAMBES [. TRANT.

who had so unceremnnlously skipped
uut,

The congregation wus loyal to the
srars and Bars, and gave themselves
il placed thetr all on the allar of
the Southern 'onfederacy In the de-
fonse of constitutional liberty,  The
gilver-toned bell that in those days
callad the worshipers to prayer was
taken down anid given to the Confed-
crate Government to make cannon to
shoot the Yankees,

REV. BENJAMIN SHAW,

meved te Chieo veunty, Ark.. whevs
he died. Me. Shaw was o native of
Newport, R L, but when a youth he
moved to Danvitlle. Ky, wiera he
entored Centre College in prepapi-
tion for the Presbyterlan minlstry,
and completed hila education at the
Auburn  (New  York) Theologteal
Seminary, und was ordiained by
Cayugg Presbytery He came (o Now
Mrieans as an agent of the Amerfcan
Aract Soclety, and froai that city
to Woodville, where he remained un-
tit hla removal to Arkansas. Dr Halt
swas an eminent physiclan, with o
large practice, and died In Wuoodvlile
on Nov. 25, 1881, In the mnetieth yeas
of his age. Often, In the absenee of
a minlater, Dr. Halt and Mpe Meler-
mott led thy congregittion in wors-
satip nd axpounded to  them (he
werd of God. Speclal mentlon <houlld

CHURCEH,
Woodville, Miss,

PRESETTERIAN

And, too, *he congregation ‘n ante-
bollum days was composed mainly of
land owners and slave owners, T'he
olid minute- ook of the session shows
numerous Instances of the baptism
of slaves, shelr receptinn intn  the
chureh and oceasionally thelr expul-
xion from it. The chureh then held
to the doctrine thut the master was
responsible for ‘he moral and re-
ligious welfare of the sluves God, in
his  providence, had committed o
himn.

“April 30, 18533, session met at
Blmsley plantution and was openecd
with prayer, Present: 1'he pastor
and Elders Dr, Davlid Holt and Ho-
ratin N. smith. The rfollowing named
sorvants of Il N, Smith, viz, Patsy,
Cordelin,  Clara,  Helen and  Lucy,
being present and applying for ad-
misgion into the ehureh, were ex-
amined as o their knowledge and
plety, and, the coxamination belng
deement satistactory, it was resolved
that their request be  granted and
that they be recelverd as members of
this ehureh. Adjourned with prayer”

Again:

cApril 28 1860, sesslon met ut the
churs«h on Mrs. 1. N. smith's plan-
tation and was opened wlith prayer.
I'resent: e pastor and Klders Dave
id MHolt md L Stanwond, Adel
aml {znbel, servants of Mry Smith,
were presont and made application
for wimisrion to membership in this
church.  They were examined as to

thedr  kKnowledge and taith, which
being  satistactory, they were ad-
mitted

“Harry, & servant of Mr. Smith and
a member of this Churceh, having
been aiusell by common fame of the
crime of aditltery, was called before
the senslon and conrfessed his guilt.
Arter dellberation on his ease, Harry
wis suspended [vom all the privileges
of the Chureh untll such time a8 he
glves evidence of true vepentance.
And It was ordered that this sentence
be read from the puiplt on the Sab-

bath to the colored congregatlon.
Closed with prayver.”
Dr. Barlow RBaldwin dierl Nov, 15,

1853, and Moratio N. Smith on Mareh
6, 1854, and on —— June 2, 1854, the

sesslon of the Church adopted the
following:

“Whereas, it has pleased the great
Head of the Church, in his all-wise
and Inscrutable providence to re-
move from us by death eur beloved
brethren and colaborers, Dr. Barlow
raldwin and Horatio N. 8mith; there-
fore, be it

“Resolved, first, That in this affilc-
tlon * of Providence the Chureh
has lost two devoted members
and officars-bearers who were falth-
ful, dillgent and efficient in the dis-
charge of thelr public duties, and this
Lession twa beloved and trled coun-
selors,

“Resolved, second, That we. as a
sesslon, deeply sympathize with the
fumllies of the deceased In their sore
bvoreavement, praying that thix aifilc-
tlon may be sanctified to Lhe spiritual
welfare of the surviving members;
that this seaslon and Church, of which
they weare members, are hereby callol
upon to increascd diligence and exer-
tion in the cause of the Redeemer,
{n view of the truth so impressively
taught that the time is short, an
that whatever our hands find to da
muat bo done with our mlight, since
In the grave there Is no work, no
device, ner wisdom, nor knowledge.

»“Resolved, third, That those resc-
jutions be entered upon our sessjonal
records, and that a copy of the same
ve furnished tn the families of the
deccased.”

T'he two other elders who were or-
dulned during Rev. Charles Becch’'s
pnstorate have also dled, after serv-
fng the Church for many yoars with
great acceptance and efficlency—I. H.
Stanwood in 1883 and John F, Dam-
eron In December, 1882.

After the departure cf Rev. A, H.
}Holloway In 1881 the Church re-
mained vacant until 1863, when Rev,
G. S. Roudebush became Pastor, his
pastorita continuing until 1866, In
1866 Rev. A, Z. Young preached occa-
slonally. Rev. James Stratton sup-
rHod the Church occasiunally in 1847
and 1868. The Church was then
vacant untll 1870 (with the exception
of an occaslonal visit from some
member of the presbytery), when
Rev. W. A, Hall became Pastor. R.
8. Brown was elected and ordainal
a ruling clder in 1871 and died iIn
1875. ™'r. Hall's pastorate continued
untfl 1875,  The church was then
closed agaln until 1880, with the
exception of visits at long intervals
trom the Rev, M. B. Shaw, the pres-
cnt Pastor and son of the late Rev.
Benjamin Shaw before mentloned.

Tu March, 1878, Rev. M. B. Bhaw
vistited this church and preached sev-
eral daxs, and on the 318t day of the
month ordained and Installed Davis
. Holt and Hugh T. Davis as Ruling
Flders.  Mr. Holt served for a few
yvears and then left the Chureh. Mr,
Davig moved tn Texas, and on July
12, 1891, was dismissed to one of the
Preshyterian  churches In  Austin.

In June, 1880, I'r, (. M. Shepper-
son commenced to supply fthe Church
once # Month, which he continuved to
do for ahout ona year, when the
Churech was again without preaching,
with the exception of an occasional
visit from some memher of the Pres-
bytery, until July, 1383, when Rev,
R. F. Patterson visited the Church
as an evangelist of the Presbytery
and preached several days. Durlng
this meeting Peter M. Stockett was
elected and ordained a Rullng Elder.
The congregation Invited Mr. Patter-
son to supply the Church, which he
enntinuad te do until April, 1889,
when he resigned to go to the Plaina
Church.

Peter M. Stockett continued to
serve the congregation until his
death, which occurred on Nov. 30,
10014,

The Presbytery of Loulslana, which
ahs Jurlsdietion over the Woodville
Chureh, took the following actlon on
the death of Elder Stockett:

“I'he Presbytery of Louisiana hav-
ing learned of the death of Ruling
Fider Peter M. Stockett, Woodville
Church, desires to put on record the
following:

“Resolved (1), That in the death
of Nrother Stockett one of our most
useful and honored Ruling Elders
has been transplanted from the la-
bors below to the joys and rewards
above.

“(2) We bear witness to hls love
and ardent zeal for the upbuilding

. of our Zlon, and his untiring devo-

tion to the welfare and prosperity
of the Woodville Chureh, which has
left ‘a precious memory’ of him as 8
‘brother heloved' and a falthful co-
worker with us in the Master's vine-
vard.

"(3) To his bereaved wlife and sons
the Preshytery extends its cordial
sympathy, and our prayers go up to
our Lord that they may be com-
forted. and that ‘ltke precfous faith'
may be theirs in the last hours as
was his,

“(4) Ha was for many years one
of the trustees of the Presbytery,
and often represented this Presbytery
In the highest councilg of the Church,
He was ever falthful to the- trusts
ecommitted to him. Wa would epe-
cially commend his falithfulness to
the Woodvllle Church, when ‘the days
were dark,’ and swe feel that, under
Ciod, the continuance and prosperity
of that church ia due to his love and
persistent devotlion.”

Mr. Patterson was succeeded by
Rev. A. Knobel, and he by Rev. F.
Bank, since which time the pulpit
has been supplied by Revs. Frank
W, Lewls, D, M. Hawthorne, D. F.
Wilkinson and D. O. Byers,

In recent years Dr. .. A. Murdoch
served for a short while in the elder-
ship. He removad to Port Gibson
and took hlig Church membership
with him. June 23, 1892, Dr, John
¥. Therrel was elected and ordained
as rullng elder and Geo. J. Adams as
deacon, both of whom served (n their
respective offices until they died, a
few years ago.

The present =session is composed
of Rev, M. B. Shaw and Elders Wll-
liam J. Stockett and J, M. Kelly. 8.
0. Stockett and J. A. Redhead ars
the deacons., The congregation Is
in.a more satisfactory condition now
than it has been alnce the war, Ma-
terinl advancement has been made
under the present pastorate. New
members have come into the Church,
and {mprovements and additlons have
been made all along the line. Rev.
Mr. Shaw was installed by a com-
mission of the T.oulslana Presbytery
tn 19068, Willlam J. Stockett was
elected and Installed Jan. 19, 1901i;
J. M, Kelly on Nov. 21, 1904, and 8,
O. Stockett on Jan. 19, 1802, and J.
A. Redhead on May 21, 1905,

The Pastor, as has been stated, is
the son of a former pastor. One of
the elders and one of the deacons
are the sons of a former ruling
elder, and L. T. Ventress, one of
the Bullding Committee of the new
church, {s & near kinsman of Major
James 1. Trast, one of the founders
of the church.

The largest contributions to the
building fund of the new church
cane from Peter M. Stockett, Ven-
tress brothers and Misses 8, J. and
A. I. Johnson, who, together with
the entire membershlp of the church
and the public generally, worked un-
tiringly for the ereection of the new
bullding to replace the old one which
had fallen and which had been for
so many years one of the landmarks
of the town,

Mrs. Selah H. McGehee has always
been active in her efforts to advance
every interest of the chureh,
glving to its support and attending
upon its ordinunces.

Founded in the early years of the
last century, the church has come
down to us through the trying times
of 1861-65 and the dark days of re-
construction, and at all times true
to the best interests of the South-
land. The paat hlstory has been
written. What shall the future be?




