SEARCH FOR MONEY
UNDER PLANTATION
~ HOME STAIRWAY
Fonﬁe‘r Lotiisiana- Statesmén
Believed to Have Hid-

~ den It Thgref '

e .. BY (ARLTON ¥, TOOL.
CTumiy ‘monéy 18 under Lhe-third- stepl-
'fhe money s under the third step!”
" Repeated multorin o lhis effoct hy
. -either:ia ‘senile-woman,iow
‘s diseased mind, arousod {he oupldity of
a man at Bunkie, Lk, and o8 young
woman in Mississippl, and thelt alleged
attempt to get possession of the money
rosulted in the arrest of both. How far
the young woman is involved Is not cleat,
but she dld not help her case by a state-
* ment she made to the depuly sheriff who
arrested her.
Dld. ex+Gov. Henry Johnson hide his

money undet the stairway of his home:

on 1Voodley plantation, “Polnte Coupoe

parish, during the troublous and unoer-|

taln days of the Clvil War?

Arnid did J. O. Stayton, the man arrested
at. Bunkle and' charged ai- Now Roads
with buiglary of the residance of Mov-
Almer Guerln, soours the:treasure trove?
" There s a divergonce of opinion on
thls subject In the southern sectlon of
Pointe Coupoe parish, but many persons
answer Loth questions afirmatively. :

There ls nothing linpractablo in the as-

- ‘B\{_mptlh'n that Gov, ,Johnson - concealed
.money {n his houss. Consider the fact
‘that the only banks available were at
New Orleans and Baton Rouge; both of
whioh places were in the hands of the
fedorals, whila Woodloy plantation and
{ts owner wero In the Confederacy. Cou-

. ailer, moreover, that oven if the banks
in the {wo centers had boen open to the
Govornor, hai transportation in a ter-

ritory contimually ‘raldéd” by” both sldes|~ oo

wes oxtremely hazardous, With none
of the atiributes of & mlser, is it un-
likely that the wealthy owner of Wood-
lay would have sought a hiding plrce tfor
his valuables, knowing Lhat ralding
pariies of either army might doscend on’
hiz nelghborhood at any itime?

'fhe famlly rosldence at Woodley Is &
typical plantation house of ila locality
and date. Tla intevior ia of unusual.
consiruction, for it hus no coniral hall.
1t has three rooms on the fromi and s
three rooms deep, The throo reooms on
each stde of the house aro square, bui
the three central rooms are vory large,
having nearly twloe as much width asg
depih. The honse I bullt an brick cot-
umns, the floor being about ten feot

_from the ground, whila above the first
ficor {s n groai aifls, the Wine “‘dellar"”
of Gov. Johnaon’s days.

The stairway leading Lo the attlo was
the location of the woalth supposed to
have bgen recovered by Hianyton.
AGED DARKHY CENTRAL FIGURN

Gov. Johnson .bought this plantation
tn 1854 and lived with his wife there
atier the fortunes of war drove him
from Now Orleans until hls only child.
dleé in its youth, when the Caeveruor
ved on Chalham plantation in the La-
“fourchg eountry. Raised In the famlly
was Modorn Baptiste. who unow koeps
a tavern for white porsons at Livonla.
Medora 18 @ fine typo of mnogro house
gsorvani of anto<bellum diys, and shows
every ovidonca of huving been réared in
rofined surroundings. Bho usos the vo-
cabulary of the white, not the negro
rnoe, and has the mannors of a servant

brought up in a family of culture, While
Meodora Kknows nothiug of the hiding of
the.monoy, and nothing of Stayton, ex-
2 {hat he stopped nt her tavern for
1ay, sho ls a conlral flguvee ol Lhe
ago, for sho alone can supply informna-
tion that no one olse has,

Like the botter eclass of former slaves
Modora has a Hvely interest and pride
in matters connected with her formeor
master's family, und regawvds iho history
of his family as n part of her posses-

 slons. e an
Hhe gnld ‘someivhiat apologetically "to ‘a

Pimes-Pleayune reporter whe questioned

her about the cuse: “1 am of the Koy
gide; my husband ix of the Johneon
sido.” "'his meant that her futher was
the sluve of Erancis Barton Key, o
Washington city, the falher of that Bar-
ton Key who was killod by Genoral 8o+
kilon. - Her husband’s poople. had hoen
ralsod hy Lhe Johuson tamily, as she
harsel? was, hov fathor wnud mother hav-
ing been bought by the Governor when
he lived in New Orleans.

C'he unrrative of Stayton's connection
with the wmother s not enllvely salls-
fuctory. 'There is every reason {o be-
flave thnt ho had heard and was fully

-a.-.woman..with:

t

convinced, that there was treasuve hid
in the Woodley pluntation house, he-
fore he went to Polnte Coupee, though he
oexpressed a lively. surprise when he was
told that: Gov, Johnson had lived at
Woodlay. 1When ho was told by J, T.
Jowell, bookkeeper of Charles A. Smith;
who now owns:tho plantation, ho- re-
quested pormlission to visit the place and
take a photograph of the -building.
STAYTON VISITS HOUSE

--Bimyton is saild- to- have represonted
himself as engaged {n historical research
and mentioned a ‘“kindergarten historl-
cal” effort .in which some Mlssiasippl
women were oengaged. This was the roa-
son he gave for desiring to visit the old
‘home of Clov, Johnson, though it {s not
cloar what thix temporvary residence of
tho ox-Goyvernor and ex-Unllod Siatos
Senator had to do with the proposed his-
tory ot the South.. Nevortholess Stay-
‘ton was glven ‘permlission by Mr:-8mith,;
Lho owuer, to vislt tho placo and take &
photogruph of the exterior, which leave
ha_strotchod:w
into lenve from .the ownor to examino
the interlor.

- Mrs. Guorin, the wife of Morvthmer

showed ulin through the place, Heo partic-
ulurly lm%urod which paris of the Intor-
for had been -remodeled "and doubtloss
was much retleved when told tho whole
house had been romodeled oxcept tho
room in which was the stalrwny leading
to the attio and the room behiud it, used
#g o kilchen, The reason for thls rellef
will appear later.

¥nters Miss Bertha Lipsvombe, of Mls-
slasippl. Stayton's first visit of “histor-
{oal rosearch” wus made Aug. 6 and when
he left ho sald he would he compelled
to prooure a.-stenographer to take down

. Madora Baptiste's statement. That woman

talked so volubly he mald, that only a
stonographer - couldy successfully - handle
hor, Which assertlon was nonseuse, for
Modora talks as ‘one would oxpect @
house servant roared in refined surround-
ngs Lo talk, She has the garrulity of
her sex and her nge, but thore is no difii-
cuity whatlever. in. following her.

RBut Stayton had paved the way for the
ontry. ugon the scene of Miss Bertha
Lipscombe; and In two weeks he n.{)penred
Al Valverda agaln, thiy time with Miss
Lipscombe, The iaiter Is ‘described as a
mite of a young and_attractive woman
and she appeared to Mrs, Guerin to he
A woman of reflnement and some culture:
She told Mrs. Guerin that she had been
the stenograpuher of Stayton for soma

school toucher. :

- . -MISS _LIPSCOMBR'S. PART.. . ... ..
. y was Miss Lipscombe brought
Into tho oase, 'The generlaly aoc-
cepted oplnion {s thatl sho was.expected.
to lure Mrs. Guerin out of the house
while Stayton was oporating on the stair-
way, This_would not nocessarlly imply
that Misy Lipscombe wns aware of what
Stayton - Intonded to do, for ho might
have given her another and qulte an E{n-
nocent . reason for gettin 8. Guorin
out_of -the :house, But a slatement made
by Mlss Lipscombe to Joseph Desarmaes,
the deputy sheriff, who arrested her, puts
qulie another aspect on the vase, It was
rom -her, nccording to hor statoment,
that Stayton recelved the Informativn
thal there:was ireasure under the “thivd

stap.

..'llills catries one back Lo the. beglnning
of the story, Gov. Johnson's urother,
Willlam, lived In Mississippi during ante-
bellum ﬂwa..und had a numerous family.
Medora Baptisto knows this, but she
never met any of the Mlasslssippl fam-
Iy -oxcept--Mary-Johnson, - gister-of-the
governor, who visited ‘Woodléy soon aft-
er' her brother's death. Medora dosoribes
Mnrx Johnson as an old mald, when she
reachoed Woodley, bul says she soon afi-
er mearried a Mr. Stockett, and- she be-

1leves shd“still I llving, though of ad-

vancoed age, In Mlssissippl.

-*There I# one slory to the effoot that
it was from the senlle utterings of this
old woman that Miss Lipscombe henrd
of.. the treasure undor the stalrs, An-

tronsure In the mad mutlerlngs of an
{ngane daughter of Willlam Johnson.
Wheorever she hoard the story, she ad-
mite she told Stayton of the (remrsuve,
and hig visit to thls somewhat remote
rurnl seotion does not appear on the sur-
face to be pure coineldence. In the “mut-
torings” about. the money it is not Im-
probable Woodley was mentlonad, and
& copy of Botuchereau's Annual would
have given the looation, Miss Lipscombe’s
statement that Staylon_ recelved his in-
formatlon from her, and her visit to the
place with him would Indicate thoy en-
{ored into  the adventure ns Pm'tncrs.

When . Stayton and Miss Lipscombe ar-
rived at Valverda, Mry. Smith had gone
1o visit his old home in North Carolina.
Stayton had made hls trrangementis to
spend the night al the old Johnson resl-
dence, bul he fallad in this plan, though
he used artifice to obtain permlission. He
broached Lhe subject to Mrs. Guerin
soon afler he and Miss Lipscombo
ronched the housa, saying that the tav-
ern kept by Medora Baptlste was crowd-
od with drummers, and ho could not ob-
taln necommodation, This was nol irue,
tor Medora liad not a.sluglo guest:ihat
duy and coukl easily heve provided for
both the wman and the woman.

nol have stopped at Medora’s, for while
the proprletress la a nogress and a former

| ylave, she keeps o tavern for whiles only,

and has the ouly place where a visitor
can revelve accommodation in this inmme-
diate . sectlon. . ‘“Though I was a slave
until T grew  up,” sald Modova to the
weriter, in. speaking of slavery days, ‘‘the
only time a while person ever struck mo
was In this house, when T refused to let
a black woman, whom he sald was his
wite, eal dinner with him, I Lold him he
would have to kill me bofore a negro
could oat here and he slapped my face.!'
And he recelved his punigshment from

& white man who happened to be riding
b y

"}Stu'yton'u story thal he could not. get:
accommodations at Medora's had wso
much effect on Mrs, Guerin that she of-
fered ‘to care for DMlss Iipscombe, but
sald she could unot provide for him, Stay-
ton persiatod - that any sort of a cot or
pallet in the room of the stalrway would
do tor. him, but Mrs. Guerin told him he.
vould not stay, and he went lo Medora's
lonving Miss Lipgcombs at Woodley,
TO LIFT THE TRREASURE

Miss Lipscombe spent the nighi with,
Mrs, Guerin and did nothing to attract
wny partioular atlention, wuch less sus-
piclon, ‘I'he next _ﬂu.{ Stayton returnod.
'here followed the atlempl—whether suc-
cosstul ov uot prebably will nover be
known—-to obtaln the treasure. Stayton
brought up the subject of Governor Johu-
son’s tomb and suid he desirad to photo-
graph it. It was necossury Ffor- Mrs.
Chuerin Lo show the place; And Mlss. Lips-
pommbo wont along, After reaching the
road In front of the placo Stayton asked.

Guerin, occupaul of Lhe plantation, had
no suspigion of the visitor and readily

.| probably  do,. and they returned to the

 the place- bolonged to Mr, Smith, and

time ,though ‘her vocallon was that of n
hls_pocket he . produced..a .heavy. .screw

othor verslon g thal sho heard of the ih

< Phiore-was -na reason why - hoth should.

‘loosely, -ak

Miss Lipscombe i she vould operate Lhe
camern and she rveplled she could. He
then gave an excuse for leaving the iwo
women, asking Miss Lipscombe to take
the picture. ®o gave no intlmation that
‘he would return to the residence and was
certainly .gullly of trespass when he
dld so. Besldes hls movements were fur-
tiva, The nogro yardman noiiced this
and sald to Mr. Smith later: 'Boss, I
nover seen n white man pry around a
place like this one .did.,” -
According to this witness, Staylon

passed behind an outbullding until the |’

two women wore out of sight and then
wont direct to the residenca. He staried
around the house to the rear, but en-
countered another servant and went back
and entored DLy Lhe fronl door. Passing
to the rear, he found the cock on the
bagck porch plucking a chicken, and after
a little inconsequential talk he.wenti Into
the houso and directly to the room of

the stafrs, Here he was not in view, but

awas In thoe ‘hearing of the cook. Nalled

to the side of the stalrway was an old-

“fushloned -ooffee-grinder, and Stayton -be- |- -

gan to ratile this and ialk to the cook;
about it.- He appearsed to bo-much in-

‘whon-hie-oallod:at. the-house,| orsated In_the simple contrivance and

-continued-to-rattia-it-while=talking,-and-
“i. is" belleved while prying up the looge'
step.

Aftor being in tho room for some timeo,!
Slnfrl.on went Lo the front gallery and|
halfooed to Mrs, Guerin and Miss Lipa- |
combe. They had had some difficulty In
gatting o pnutogrx_u])j!. for the day was
cloudy, und - Miss Lipscombe -sxpressed
floubt of the success of ‘the first attompt,
Whilo they were walling for the sun to
glve a bhotter opportunity, Slayton’s call
was hoeard, and Miss Lipscombe sald to
her hostesy that the first exposure. would

house,  Thop It was Lhat Elnflon told
Mrs, Guerin that monoy was. hid {n the
house, and offered {o -divide with her if
she would permit him to search for it,
Mrs. Guorin refused on the ground that

sho had no right to give any such per-
misslon, . - o
When Mr, Guerin came in at the lunch
hour, Slayton make the proposition o}
him, snylnf; he aould And the money ati
once, but it his offer was not noca'pt.od
ho. would nover reveal Ity hiding p
and {L_would be lost forover, ' . :
IN THI STAIRWAY ROOM :
Mr, Guerin-noequiesced in the search, but i
made no agreement as to the cisposition
of the treasure, mentally leaving that to
‘Mr. 8mith, Then Slayton lold him to. get
a hatchel, and Mr, Guerin having done 8o
he led the way dh'euu{' to the stair
room, telling the slory of the Insane wom-
an who ocoutinually muttered about the
manay halnf under the third step,
Arvlving [n the ulnlrwn{. Slayton did
very susplolous thing, Reaching into

ace,

driver, slrong_ enough for use as a Lool
to Yry up a plank,  He told Mr, Guerin
to ingort the blade of the hatchet that
thoy might gry up the step, but before
Mr. Guerin had tlme to exert any pres-
sure the plank camfe up from the use
of the scrow driver,

Manifeslly. from- the sasc wilth which
the plank was raised the nalla had pre-
viously beon pryed.loese, and Slayton
excinlmod, "“Some ono las been hers be-
fore usl” .

This remark .was made after he had
perfunctorily  passed hls -hand through
tho- opening, but had made no search.
Then Miss. Lipscombe said, “Why not usa
your lantern?” To which Slayton repllod
that it was in his vallse. In the buggy,
and was not worlh ﬁoing after, .as the
money was gone, mado ho expla-
nution’of the somewhal remdrkable fact
that howas on a mission that called for
8 bull's ‘eye, a substitute for a .pinch bar,
and ‘those present did not seem to think
.the..matter UNUBUAL -« «vor - v omee cee e e

- IIAD TO. CATCH TRAIN: P

Immediately after the search Stayton
sald - ho had to catch the traln to New
Orlenns and. left al oncge, but Instead
of taking the Texas and Paciflo train,
he boarded the Frisco irain going ‘Waost,
and went to Bunkie, where he livés.
Mlss Lipscombe left with him. !

Before he lefi. Stayton sald to .Mrs,
Guerin that ghe may have conslderad
his actlonk  suspiclous, and ghe frankly
admitled that wshe did. - Stayton sald
ey might ba #o regarded, but he aid
not continug the subjoct or offer any
explanatlon, except that he would llke
lo_ examine evory part of thehouse.
'Mra, Charles Smilh wrote, after - the
affair, Lo her husband, who was at his
old home In North Carolina, but he did
not altnch much Importance to the
mattor, On- his return, however, he:
heard the prriiculars, and became In-
dignant, He wrote to stayton at Bun-
kie, saying, thal as a -brother Mason
and Shriner, an -explanation was due
him. Stayton replied, bui gave no ex-
planation, unless some ambiguous ref-
earence to historieal research” might be
so regarded, He had borrowed an ap-
stract of the title Lo ike property from
Mr., Smith, which he had. previously re-
turned by mail without any accompany-
ing noto of thanks whatever, This ab.
straol of the title gave the dates of
tranafer of the properly fo gome score
or niore of owners from 1825 to the
presant dwy, but ceriainly contained

nothing of value -to & “kindergarten
historlan,”. .

Revcelving no explanation, Mr, Smith
congniled . . his_ altorney,. who..advised
the arrest  of Stayton, abd he was af
resied at Bunkie. Deputy Joseph Des-
armes weni to Torry, Miss., and arresi-
ed’ Miss Lipscombe,. who was placad in
the Fa.rlsh prison iIn New Orleans over
night, Whlle In' prison the writer, who
knew nothing of the cause of her arrost,
asked her .if she wished ‘to saRy any-
thing concerning her ‘arrest, and she re-
refugsed to talk, and declined re-
porter's offer to get into communidation
with any. lawyer in the olty: she might
wigh to reialn, .

Color- )8 given 'tn ihe theory that Gov,
Johnson conaealed something of value
under the stairway, “but unmistakable
eavidence that Lhe plank had been oried
up years awo, The_stalrway from the
foot begins to wind, and % cypress
plank forking the sten {s saWed diag-
onully to fit the winding. 7This plank
wasg split down-t
the -craok” shows,

‘end of the

T
plank was sgecurely fastoned, while the |-
ralling side -was held by a .single nail, |.

the plank being narrow at this end. I
thisg ond the E‘anluter had .basen romol;?t:’t‘l

long . ago; perhaps, for the furpose of-|:
a

rying. up the-plank from that end. Af-

or the plank was replaced-it held firmly ||

at the wall slde, where¢. thres nalls were
seourely fastened, but the single nail
at the ra.llln[{ end fitted in iis' old hole
he.step shook at that end
whaenevor the'sialrg wers mounted.
" OUT ON .BONDS

‘It was learned from. the sheriff’s of-
flee ul New Roads thal Stayton and Miss |
Lipscotnbe ha¢l- been -released oxw bond,
‘prominent Masons of the town. signing
he hond for Stuyton,-dnd.cash bLond. ba-
nug provided. for Miss Lipscombe. This
bond ‘'was.-aenlered: In ‘ths ‘name of . thé
lawyer for the young woman, ‘hut:it s
belleved that Stauyton:furnished:ihe. cash,.

o genter yoars ago, as |
e wall

UNROOFED BY THE STORM.

T'op of big molasses tank blown off, and wreckage thrown across the

street and some distance. away.

inent men from that town went to his ald
a8 soon as they heard he was arresied.
Being a_Shriner, the Masons of Now
Roads also interested thomselves in the
case, and he had no trouble in meaking
his bond. . . ! )

The sheriff aald hoith SLa.KLmr and Miss
Lipsgome ‘wers -in New Roads Friday,
bul he did not know Saturday whother
or not they had left.

Miss Lip be {8 supp d to he a
school teacher at Hattiesburg, bui she
was arresied al Terry, which s saild Lo
be her home. Bvery one who met her.
around Valverds declares her conduct
there was lrrei)ron.'chn.hle, and that she
gave every indlcation of being a lady.

Whether he got the money or no,
Stayton cannot be arresied on that
chargs, for the exlstence of the money.

‘cannol- be proved. It-is doublful, more~’

over, {f he can he found gullty of bur-
Flary .under. the legal definition of that
erm, Thero can be.no question, how-
sver, that he committed flagrant trespass,
and the breaking of the stalrway should
rlso be an offense in law, - :
SKCOND TREASURE HUNT .
Charles A: Smith, the owner of Wood-
ley plantation, and an adjoining plan-
tation on which he lives, came to Loulsi-
ane Llwenly-five years ago from_ North
Carolina and married a Louislanh wom-
an. This Is sald to be the gecond hunt
for trensure on Lhis properly:;” Some years
ago ghouls Invaded the cemetery of ihe
Valverda plantation, where he lives, and
opened the grave of a member of the
family of the former owner. . Bresumably
lhe‘\; were {n search of jswelry, supposed
to have been huried with a young wom-
an. But they got Into the wrong grave,
.and, to save time, when they found there
was nothlnF of value in the coffin, they
dumped it into Bayou Grosse Tels, -
""The coffin_was found floating In- the
bayou next day by some fishermen, who
‘reported the matter to the coroner of tha
parisli, who told them to bury it. Dr,
Matthews, however, heard of the nn.x%
and, making an investigation, recognized
the body by a faded grey overcoat and:
{he Lrass buttons thereon. as that of his’
brother, ‘a_Confedorate officer, killed ln‘
the Clvll War, The body was ruturnod‘
to tha.famllr cemetery. : -
‘Begldes be n% a-planter (he says he is
not.a farmer, becauss he doss not know!
how {o farm) ‘Mr, Smith keeps a slore at,
Valverdas and I8 the postmaster there,
Ho g now ralsing sugar, because he does
not know how to farm. Tormerly he wasg
an exlensive cotlon planter, bul the boll
weevll drove him from that business, and
he belleves IL will be years bofore he oan
resume it. It does not require & farmer
to rnige theso two crops, says Mr, Smith,
They are-creditable businesses, but not
farming, Farming conslgts, In his opin-
‘lon, in raising grain and a Lllvat-su.i/1 of
orops, and he admits he knows nothing
of this, He exhibited with some- vride,
howaver, several ears of corn_ about
elevon inches long, fully grained, and
gays he has better specimens in his fleld,
Should he ever learn to fagrm surprising
results may be expected, .
¢ Mr. Smith i not a farmer, he ig also
not ag reiniive -of Sherlock Holmes, or it
mlght have ocourred to him that every
stairway has a top ag well as a hotton,
and that -there is a third slep from the
top as well ag-n third stop from the bot-
tom. The disordered mipdl Is said to have
muttered o.nly. "The moriey 18 under the

third step.”

Stayton' s sa{d to be, well thought of |
his home town, Bunkle,'and. several.oroins,




