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MATTERS OF

INTEREST

SIXTY-THREE YEARS AGO

The destruction of the First Prosby-
terian Church, In Lafayotte Square, ihe
morning of the 20th of Ootober, 1864,
was an event deeply lamented by tho
whole community, especially by the old
rosidents, It was the oldest exlsting
Protostant church in the ecity. In the
minds of & majority of the population
of the clty, it was conspicuously asso-
clated with the early history of the oid
Fauborg $t. Mary, subsequently the sec-
ond municipality. ‘The ¥Irst Disseniing
Church erected in New ' OUrlcane was
mors rocently known as Dr. Clapps
Churgh, in M. Charles streei, at the
vorner of Gravier, 'That church was
dedicated in 1819, nearly & hundred years
ago, by tha Rev. Sylvester Larned the
first Yreshyterlan minlster Lo setile .in
thig city, Mr. Lsrned had scarcely com-
menced his careor, which promised to be
onoe of yroeat dlsdnouon and usefulnoess,
when he fell a viotim to the yellow fever.
Hig remains were interred benenlh a
modest ®lab In the church whose de-
struction i# now being recorded,

Dr. Theodore Clapp succecded Mr,
Larned, and filled its pulpit with great
acceplabloness to the people genm.lly
unti} 1883, whon on account of dootrinal
and olher differences wilth a portion of
his congregation Dr. Clapp seceded, or
was expelled, and set up for himself as
an independent minister of an independ-
ent and isolaied oongregation. Previous
to this, howoyer, the church had beon
yold Lo the sheril't. ‘Wnd was purchased
l%y the venerable and benevolent Judah

ouro, from whom the congregation
ram,od. ‘When r. Clapp's differences
with a portion of his congregatlion aross,
the Jatier offered to purchase the church
but Mr, Touro would not sell it unul
It was destroyed by the great fira which
consumed the 8i. Charles Hotel in 1.

In 1835 the Presbyterian's eracted their
church in Lafayetle Square, 'The first
postor was the Itav, Jool (i Parlcer who
nuhuequenuﬁ rose to eminence- in Phila-
deiphin, 'The congregation was wealthy
and prosparous, bui previous tp the in-
stallation of Dr. Beoit, it was very un-
fortunate In obiaining permancni pas-
tors, Mr, Parker loft because of the
excitemont produced by & letter written
which was published In the
reflecting upon the morals .ot

rieans people, It i8 an instruc-
and remarkable fact, however, that
HO distasteful to

New
tive
Mr, Parker, who was
the peopls of this cily, was In turn se-
riously prajudiced in' the estimaiion ot
Northern people, by his manly fidelity
to the r{ghw and honor of the Southern
Eeolﬂo n (ho matter of slavery. Dr,
coit, who succeeded Dr. Clapp 88 pnS-
for of the church, gave It great popu-

lu.ru{. Ho was 8 man of distinguished
abiiily, nnd his church was constantly
crowdoed by people represeniing .every’

complexion of faiih, taste and doctrind,
Fortunately the bulmlns was largély
insured, the amount said to be nbout
fitty thousand dollars. *“This and.-other
resources of the congrogation,” gdild the
Ploayune, “will insure the eretiion of
Jarger nnd more impressive edifice.
Fho church bad recenily hesh ropalred
al an expense of ien llmu’yimd dollars.
There are many rumorg an to the_con-
flagration being the act of /an incendlary,
buf al presont we have o evidence io
Justify such appreheusl;«ﬁ." B
“ABout half past four o'clock,” sald
the Delta .in ils repori’of tha destruction
of the church, “just.as the watch were
buln‘f called from tleir heani, an alarm
of fira aroused Lhs drowsy sloapers of
our oity from thelkr downy couchos, The
gloomy horizon was all ablaze, and the
bling of ths engines quickl 1o~
sponded to the harsh music of tho
watchman's raftle, Bo vn.plalg had the
flames spread’ that shortly befors the
first enginos .eached.the scone of con-
fiagration, tre building wns complelely
enveloped in a sheei of flame, from bose-
ment Lo stezeple, ‘The fire brigade “ied
on ihe aitick under the supervision of
the intrepcd -Colonel Adams, and fought
the flames with thelr usunl energy ana
‘determinetion, but thelr eitorts were en-
tirely ireffaclual. The' fire secmad 1o
laugh Ly scorn every attempi made (o
reach it stronghold, and reveled in con-
sclous safely, Upward and onward the
flerce jland shot with the gpsed of light-
ning, 1111 he purched upon the apex of
the wlectric. rod, and thers dancing -in
wild &lee, he looked down upon the fu-
tile efforts of his encmies with derision,
and conilnued ihe work. of .dastruction.
801 gl:.llunuy did the noble flremen com-
bat the flames, regardloss of the risk
of bainf orushed hencath the
mbers of the belfrey, and still
pallantly did their brave’ foréman lead
Hn tihe forlorn . hope, pouring their
juenching streams through the windows
inlo ihe very conter of the burning
building, but’in vein—the total destruc-
tion. of the church was certain. The
beifrey and steeple Eoon came thunder-
fng down to ihe ground with a_crash
that caused the earih to quake, break-
ing -down the {ron ralling: around -
fayelts Square, and croating & peanic
nmong the thousands of spectatoers to
the . sublime scens., . Thewe peopie had
nsgéemblod to witness the deaih, as It
were, of an old friend—the churah whoso
tall steeple had poinied {he road heav-
to them for more than a quar-
Fortunately no one
was injured by falling timbers,’ and
the flames now began to rapldly de-
crease in volime and viclence, and by
7 o'clock wers ontirely subdued, 'but
the church wns & mass of ruins, scarcel
n vestige of tho woodwork, of  whic
thero was & great doal aboul the bufld-
ing, being lefL unburat.”
~'he Plecayune in ils account of:iha fire
stated that there were many conjectures
ng to its 7origin, but It wad very gener-
ally agreed that It was incendlary and
the result of roligious fanaticism.  When
the firat  fire company arrived it was
discovered that the fire originated under
the staircase leading lo the belfry, in
the right hand corner,. fronling_ on
South sireet, and ono- of tihe windows
was open. It was belloved that “a ball
of col ad in° some cormbustible
lighted and thrown inio.
ow, he church bullding was
valued at $88000, but was insured. for
Inuch .mors than . that—as . previously
wiated, about $50,000, the policies being
parried by the Home Mutuel and Cres-
cont Insurance Companfes, A good deal
of the movable property was saved by
‘the .firemon, such_as sikver platie, Bibles,
ato, The mrhool-books and furnituro of
the schoolroom 'In ‘the . basement wore
montly Baved. .. .- .ol
"y ihis calamity,”. snid the Delia, "Dr.
Seoil's congregaiion was yeslerday ‘do-
rived of & place of worship, but,-noth-
tha n)nl;)mnl.l'dﬂd wh
Y. od ‘over ihin
. .'_e:fﬁnu A m‘aetlnr-
of hia congregation at' Odd. Fellows’ Hal

enward
ter of"a con tur¥.
he

.turned to a tall., stalwart.

“hood ‘and
-minisier

‘nounced.of Henry J.

for purposes of worship. In his sermon
the Dootor ailuded very briefly, bul
touchingly, to the desiruction of his
church, remarking that, after all, ‘it
might prove Lo be a blessing rather than
a calamity, Yosierday tho scone of the
conflagrafion was visited by thousands
of ‘feonle who thronged Lafayeiie Square
and its environs from morning iill night.
Thero were a thousand vague rumors
afloat as Lo whom the incendiaries were
some conneceting them with the reconl
Know-Nothingism  disturbances, - but
thors was nothing definite or tangible
in what was gathered or said.” :
*The death of the_Ydeutenant Governor
of Loulsiana, W. . Farmer, occurred
in New Orleans of yollow fever, Octaber
20." The sad cvent produced 'n profound
sensation in the community, and more/
particularly In the large circle of 'the/
Jleutenant governor's friends. Coming it
this city from hls home in ihe nortl/-
west of the mlnto, on_businoss, ‘elght or
ten daya beforo, Mr, Farmer was seived
with what was regarded as by no meing
a severa case of malarial fover, Syise-
quently it was pronounced yellog faver,
but his friends and attendants esteved
he had passed the crisis when hij con-
dition suddenly hecame serlous,; From
thence he belinn to sink and on/8undhy
when the bells were ringing for’ matins,
he died. His remains were foliowed to
their restyng place In the Protestani
(Girod streel) Cemctery, by the milita
of the ally, the Masonic frat/irnitly, an
a large concourse of oitizens.. The pro-
cegsion moved from Masoni: :Hall, in 8t
Charles street, under comriand .of Gan-
oral Tracy, assisted by Colonel Kicholz
and Lieufenant Colonel ¥acquoes, Mr. 5.
G Risk, grand_seoretary. of ihe, Masonio
drand Lodge, W, A. Aridrews, and Mr.
Lovisson, had charge «f the civic cerc-
monles, And General ¥Prifrey and Colo-
iNood directod the
mititary. frst. in tl.o procession. camo
the . Washingion Regiment, composed of
the Louisinna ‘Grays, the Lmmet and
Kossutli .Guards_aad erman.. Yagers,
Then followed tlig hearse, agcompanied
by.ihe following Zonilemen o8 nllhoar-
ars: John I. Lewls, mayor of the city;
‘Hon.: B. Moise, United Sta

e,

. tes 'd
iriet’ at{orney; Fon. J. Blount Robert-
gon, judge of the First Distriet Court;
Hon. T, 8. McKay, stals senator;
J. R, McMyrdo, siate senator; Samuel
Risk, nd secretary, Masonla ‘Grand
Lodge; Thimeasa Warren, United - States
appraisery’ A.. Yevison, anslstant sedre-
tary of staie; W. A.-Andrews, Colonel
John Azmstrong, lion. T Hatch, ‘state
vepreseiitative: Renjamin Rloomflald,
Goneral H. W, Palfrey and Colonel V.
W. AV, Wood, of the leglon; Calonal
wikiam Monnghn.n and Colonel Daniel
Tawerds, of the gnvernor's siaff. Thoe
};ﬁm‘so wag followed h?' varfous staff of-
joars and other military olvil dignl-

‘aries, the governor's Horse Guards, the
Natfonal Guards, Masonic fraternity,. in
ful) numbers, and o large number of aiti-
zens on foot and in cnrriages. 8t. Charles
atreet wos crowded with people whon the
rocession. moved. from the St  Charles

F{owl, where the lleutenant governor's
rred at 5 o'clock fn the after-
tnterment in Girod Cematorr
The flags on all

denth ocou
noon,’ 'Il.‘hol me
wns on AMPOrATY.
public b%lldlngs wera displayed at balf-
mast during the day. : .
Tieutenant Governor Farmer wAs a na-
Uve of Loulslann, and a sun of one of
tho . earliest mettlers In the w Ithy dls-
{riot known as the Quachita région. His
faiber was the foundoer of ihe flourish-
ing liille village of Farmerville, in. Union
&nrluh, formerly a part of Ouachita.
uch - of . the )jeutenant governor's lifs
was spont in the fields and swamps u
the Northwest, in the pursuit of his
fession as a surveyor. His servics had
Jeft its traces in & oconstitution which,
naturally rohust and vigorous, had. be-
come, by this oxposure, poculiuly sus-
ceptible to febrile disenses. Mr, . Farmer's
first appesrance in - public lifs -waa -a8
a state senator from his distriot, which
o5t he Alled for several years with much
ignily and usefulness. Though not &
brililant man, his judgment was -excel-
lent and his motives unquestioned. In
‘the energetio andg sucoesstul .offorts of
General .Downs to bufld up a 'pnrt{n'
the northwesiern region of the st
which should clajm and exercise o
tinet- and powerful influence over -the
olicles of. the. Democratic party in Lou-
slana, Mr, Former was one of his most
relinble and useful confederates. No less
as o compliment to himself than out of
rogard to the greal power of his section
of the Democratic party, Mr, Jfarmor was
pelecied as the candidate for lisutenant
governor, ‘with- Colonel Ifebert for gov-
ernor, Ha wan forly-lwo years of %ﬁ‘ at
the tima of his death, leaving o “'widow
and two- children.. . S
In this connaction, the Delia had the

following: “Little over two s ARO,
in the house of a planter -of Iberville,
an extraordinary mcons was exhibited.

Around. the. hed of & young man who
appeared to he in the laal stage of de-
hility, {n whose face and form discoso.
‘had made terrible havac, there wore RS-
sembled a dozen grave individuals, whoso-
countendnces were -full of sadness and
sympathy, whose 1lighi siep and long
breathing indicateq their aarnest anxlot&v.
for the repose and quiot of the invelid.
There were fomale faces, too, to Imipart -
a stil] more solemn and sofiened inierest
to the scene, faces which were eloquent
with -daep affection, pride and anxious
solicitude, The. gravest and most vener-.
abld gontleman In the assembly steppéd’
forward with the Holy Volume in his
hand, and laying It upon the bed, plazed
the. Invallid’s hand. on and . then nro-
ceeded’ {0 repeat in .
words of the oath_preseribsd. by the
state of Loujsiana for all her 'officars;
In''n. weak voica the invalld: folldwed the
words, And at the eanclusion kissed the
racred volume, and then with somo dif-
floulty “serawled his name to -2 written
‘aopy of the oath. Tha grave -dignitary
‘who had administered the oath . then -
handsome,. ro-
zorous looking

markably healthy and vi
‘gentleman, in the very flower of man-
hoalth, and proceeded to. ad-
| 1o him & lke- oath. This ‘wan
the Inauguration of the governor. and.
Heutenant . governor of .Louisiana. ‘Who
would have nredicted .that In two years:
that ajmost hopeless invalld. would have
mrvivad hig healithy and vigorous:asso-
clnte!” : N

November 8:

The marriage wans sn-
T.eovy of this .city
A. Mnnroe, - ynungos
Wonorable Judge Thomas
rt.. Kv,, tﬂ:’apere o

fo “"Migs Bettle
Anughtor of the
Monro of Trankfo

.- who |-

-at his restdence near

mony talking place on tha 20th of Ogtober, -
_l)l;ja‘ I_’Reval{o‘x'nd “Henry E. Thomum a]l :
‘gintIng. . . - - R
mh.,!.'aom.h of Colonal D::J. Flukér of
net. Foliclana wos - announced: In-the
Delin. ag having ocqu?.a:h on ‘the: 4th,




